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Y Sir?
From the Headmaster
Dear Parents,
Welcome to the Christmas edition of Y Sir? and I hope you will enjoy reading about the rich variety of activities in which our pupils
have been engaged throughout the term. There is, of course, much hard work inside the classrooms, especially leading up to the Main
School examinations. Several senior pupils have also taken scholarship examinations to the senior schools of their choice. Many
congratulations to Scarlet on her wonderful scholarship success, details of which can be found in this edition and we will keep you
posted on further news as it is received.
Especially significant and poignant this term was our Remembrance Service, led by Rev Richard Grigson, the Rector of Stafford, when
we remembered Old Yarletians who lost their lives in both World Wars.
Christmas is always a special time at Yarlet, at the heart of which are the Pre-Prep Nativity and the Main School Carol Services. It is a
pleasure to be able to experience the confidence of our pupils as they perform so admirably in all these activities. The choir’s
programme of events includes in-house and community events and it is incredibly rewarding that the choir is able to bring pleasure to
the wider community, including those who will spend Christmas in residential care or a hospice.
A Form 7 and 8 Music Recital and Main School Concert, Christmas Parties, Christmas Fair, trip to watch ‘The Prince and the Pauper’
pantomime, ‘Y Factor’ and a full programme of sports events and fixtures complete the picture of the Autumn Term.
A special thank you to our school cooks, Shirley and Tracy, for a fabulous Christmas party dinner – what a cake! – and also to our
hardworking Fundraising Committee, who embrace the Yarlet Christmas spirit, working tirelessly to organise fun events for parents
and pupils such as the Craft Evening and Christmas Fair: your effort and support of Yarlet are very much appreciated.
Best wishes to you and your families for a happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year and I look forward to seeing you on
Monday 6th January 2020. Ian Raybould

CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING EVENTS AT YARLET

MAIN SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT

This term we have had great fun with various Christmas-themed
activities including: a Craft Evening, organised with Mr Mike, Mrs
Hamplett and Mrs Barron; the sale of some super snowmen,
produced by Mrs Hamplett and Mr Mike, and the wonderful
extravaganza that is the Christmas Fair, organised by the
Fundraising Committee and supported by school staff.
At the craft evening, parents had a fun and creative time
producing three different crafts: a cone Santa, sock penguin and
wooden snowman. Our parents were incredibly creative and we
all had a wonderful evening. The Christmas Fair was a great
success and we were delighted that, despite his hectic schedule,
Santa was able to take time out of his busy schedule to join us!
Thank you to all parents who have supported the school’s
fundraising activities, the money from which is being donated to
our exciting Forest school project, which will help us to maximise
our outdoor facilities for all our pupils to enjoy.

Christmas began with a bang on 5th December as Yarlet
musicians took to the stage to entertain the audience
with festive delights! We heard from Yarlet’s musical
ensembles and all the children involved performed at
an excellent standard throughout the evening. The
school orchestra accompanied the audience as they
sang ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’ and the Form 4 ukulele
band invited them to join in with their rendition of
‘Twelve Days of Christmas’. Both junior and senior
choirs shone as they sang a mixture of Christmas carols
and Christmas songs. We also heard from cello group,
samba band, flute choir and jazz band. If the audience
weren’t in a Christmassy mood when they arrived, they
most certainly left humming a carol or two! Thank you
to all the families and friends who came to support our
children at this event.

FORMS 7 & 8 RECITAL CONCERT

It is always such a pleasure to listen to our senior children
perform for us and the Form 7 & 8 Recital Concert was no
exception. Having watched many of the children perform
from when they first started to learn their instruments, it is
delightful to see how much they have developed over the
years and to experience such a high standard of music. A
particular well done to Izaak, our first Grade 4 guitar at
Yarlet!

THE CHOIR

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

On Friday 8th November, we welcomed to Yarlet the Rector of
Stafford, Rev Richard Grigson, who led us in our
Remembrance Service. We remembered those who have
lived and died in the service of their country and humanity,
particularly those whom we knew from our school. We will
remember them. Thank you to all parents for your support
of our Poppy Appeal, raising a marvellous £327 for the Royal
British Legion.

Congratulations to the Yarlet Choir who have worked incredibly hard to
produce some outstanding performances this term. It is always a pleasure
to see the joy their performances bring to patients at the Katharine House
Hospice and to residents at Barrow Hill Nursing Home and it is also a treat
to take part in the Carol Service and Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s
Church, Stafford, where our own fantastic tree, which was decorated with
creations made in class with Mrs Hamplett, was looking beautiful on
display. Performances at the Christmas Fair, Christmas Concert and Carol
Services round off a busy schedule for our choristers who should all be
congratulated for all they have achieved and for their enthusiasm,
confidence and maturity in representing the school with such great aplomb.

FORM 7 MOCK DEBATE

Form Seven delegates took to the podium in an informal Model
UN style debate, to discuss and debate key issues in our world,
the focus this time being overpopulation. With world figures set
to rise to over 10 billion by 2050, pupils were tasked with the
difficult role of deciding and debating some solutions for
sustainable population, which included a levy on multiple
children, building subterranean settlements and a two-child policy
with greater focus on health care. All pupils brilliantly put forward
their ideas and debated their decisions with passion and clarity. It
was a very tough competition, and our judges were overwhelmed
with the extensive research and confidence each child
demonstrated. Mr Pass, Mrs Burrows-Berry, Head Girl Sophie and
Prefect Scarlet decided that the delegates from the USA (Natasha
and Reuben) and the delegates from Japan (Areti and Reggie)
made the most sensible and informative arguments, and their
solutions were awarded the most marks. Excellent work Form
Seven, bring on the next debate!

SCARLET LEADS ORANGUTAN
AWARENESS ASSEMBLY

Outstanding and confident Prefect, Scarlet, led an
assembly in front of the whole school on the impacts of
using palm oil, and the negative effects this has on the
rainforests and their inhabitants, in particular the
orangutan community.
Scarlet delivered a bold and passionate assembly, with
visual aids and interesting hand-outs, to help raise
awareness of using palm oil, which sadly still remains in
a lot of everyday products. Furthermore, Scarlet invited
Yarlet to wear an item of orange clothing to support her
cause to rebuild and support an orangutan sanctuary.
This was a very noble effort for an invaluable cause, and
Scarlet's dedication to help the planet was admirable.
Let's hope a lot of money is raised to support our everchanging world!

ODD SOCKS COMPETITION!

FORM 5 HAVE FUN WITH SERIOUS SCIENCE AT
THE BLACK COUNTRY MUSEUM

Form 8 Prefects led a competition for pupils in Form 3 and
Form 4 to design the most bizarre and creative pair of odd
socks. Odd Socks were an essential part of Anti-Bullying week
and served to remind that we are all unique and we should
embrace our differences. Our Prefects chose some lucky
winners on Friday, and they are pictured with their awardwinning socks, which are now presented throughout the
school corridors.

On Thursday 7th November we had the pleasure of taking
Form 5 pupils to a 'Chemistry at Work' event at the Black
Country Museum. This was a fantastic, fun-packed day
focusing on Chemistry, which began with the children
watching a Chemical Magic Show by the University of
Birmingham, as well as participating in a variety of
workshops and a chemistry trail around the museum to see
how the Victorians used science. A great day was had by all!

SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS FOR SCARLET

We are very pleased to announce that Scarlet has been
awarded a Drama Scholarship and Choral Exhibition at
Repton School. This is a fantastic achievement and reflects
all her hard work and dedication over the last few years.
Very well-deserved Scarlet, well done!

WRITING COMPETITION SUCCESS

Huge congratulations to George who came first place in his
age group in the Denstone Writing Competition. The children
were asked to write an essay about someone special to
them. George was invited to Denstone to collect his prize
and certificate. Well done George!

FORM 6 HAVING A HOOT

OUTDOORS FUN AT YARLET

Inclement weather is certainly no obstacle to our pupils
getting out and about and enjoying our wonderful grounds
and, wrapped up warm, they made the most of the blustery
weather we experienced earlier in the term.

Form 6 were honoured to welcome four feathered friends to
Yarlet School. Three species of owl, along with their carer,
Andy, visited Form 6 to share his impressive knowledge about
birds of prey. Did you know the longest living owl is 65 years
old? And that there are 5 species of owl in the UK?
Form 6 enjoyed handling and stroking these magnificent
creatures, and learning about threats to their ecosystem, and
the importance of conservation.

U10 BOYS’ FOOTBALL

U12 GIRLS’ HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
AT DENSTONE

U13 BOYS’ FOOTBALL

MAIN SCHOOL SPORTS

U11 BOYS’ FOOTBALL

This half term sadly saw a great deal of rain.
However, in true Yarlet spirit all our teams
have trained and practised well, working on
match tactics and positioning (whilst
wrapped up from the elements).
Our senior girls enjoyed an evening where
they were introduced to different sports such
as:
curling,
dodgeball,
boxingATand
volleyball.
U12
HOCKEY
TOURNAMENT
DENSTONE
The senior boys have looked at their passing
as well as making the most of attacking
corners and sidelines. In the penultimate
week both Yarlet's intermediate girls and
boys worked well together for a 0-0 draw
against Tettenhall College with some
incredible passing between James, William,
Harry, Ava and Oscar.
Our juniors have been focusing on speeding
up their passing in hockey and football, in
addition looking for the spaces on both the
pitch and astro. An outstanding first term of
Sports, well done everyone!

U12 BOYS’ FOOTBALL

U13 SPORTS TOURNAMENT

U11 MIXED HOCKEY

U11 GIRLS’ HOCKEY

U9 BOYS’ FOOTBALL

U9 GIRLS’ NETBALL

U12 BOYS’ FOOTBALL
U12 & U13 Sports Tournament
U12/U13 MIXED HOCKEY

U8 GIRLS’ HOCKEY

U13 MIXED HOCKEY

Pre-Prep News December 2019
Dear Parents,
Ho ho ho and season’s greetings to all! If you were lucky enough to see our Nativity this year, you can’t have helped
but be full of Christmas spirit, it really was a super show this year and all the children did their very best to make each
performance memorable. The Christmas Fair was another highlight and, with the proceeds going towards updating the
Pre-prep outdoor areas and establishing a Forest School at Yarlet, we were thrilled to see it so busy. Thanks to all
those who helped out and attended.

EYFS NEWS
Nursery: What a fun and happy half term we have had in Nursery, it has really whizzed by as usual. We have been
learning all about the weather and Christmas festivities. We have had so much fun on a reindeer walk and puddle
jumping around our lovely grounds. We made fantastic ‘twinkly stars’ in our Christmas show this year and have
definitely made enough ‘good choices’ for Father Christmas to pay us a visit! Have a wonderful Christmas and we look
forward to seeing you in January.
Kindergarten: This half term our topic has been celebrations and we have had lots of fun making bonfire pictures,
poppies for Remembrance Day, lanterns for Diwali and Menorah’s for Hanukah. The children have also shared their
experiences of special occasions they have been involved in such as birthdays or weddings. Kindergarten have had a go
at making chocolate apples for Bonfire Night and we made witches hat biscuits, as we enjoyed the story ‘Room on the
Broom’ very much. We have also been very creative with Christmas crafts and have enjoyed reading Christmas stories
and singing Christmas songs. The children have done a wonderful job in the Nativity and it has been so lovely to watch
them singing and following the actions to the songs so well. Kindergarten had a great time on our Pantomime trip to
see the Prince and the Pauper, it was a wonderful show to watch with lots of exciting things happening on stage.
Reception: This half term has flown by; it has been so busy. It’s a very exciting one with all the Christmas fun,
Christmas crafts, Christmas parties, shows and other fabulous activities. We have thoroughly enjoyed learning the
different ways Christmas is celebrated around the world. The children deserved Oscars all around for their fabulous
performances in the school Nativity. We were all very proud of them! Ms Morgan and Miss Megan would like to wish
all the children in Reception, along with their families, a very safe and happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing
them all back next year!

KEY STAGE ONE NEWS
Up in Key Stage One we have been very busy: Form 2 have been travelling back to 1666 in their History topic and Form
1 have mastered joined up handwriting in their 2 week challenge.
Overshadowing all our hard work have been the fabulous Christmas preparations. The children were inspired by their
visit to the theatre to see “The Prince and the Pauper” for their own valuable parts in the Christmas show. I’m sure
you’ll all agree that they did a fantastic job. The Christmas party was a great success, as usual, with the children showing
that they can have good fun without being silly and a great time was had by all.
We could not end this edition of Y Sir? without thanking Miss Julia, who has been with us for the term as our student
teacher. She has had a wonderful time with all the children and it has been an invaluable learning experience. We wish
Julia all the best for her future career.
We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas break, ready for many more challenges in the New Year.
The
Key all
Stage
One Team :)
See you
in 2020,
Miss Dewey :)

