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Y Sir?
Dear Parents,
This has been a unique term for Yarlet pupils and staff but one in which retaining pupil safety and normality have been of paramount
importance. Throughout the term, our children have remained happy and cheerful and, standing back and watching them at work
and play, they seem to be enjoying their Yarlet experience as much as ever. Certain changes have had to be made: fixtures,
community choir performances and school trips are amongst the activities that have not been able to go ahead and it has not been
possible to welcome families and friends into school to share special events but we have tried hard to adapt and, where possible, to
maintain your engagement via social media or our YouTube channel. We would like to thank you for your outstanding support and
understanding.
In the classroom, children have been as busy as ever and, on the whole, Autumn Term exam results have shown that children have
made excellent progress and that the online learning that took place last term appears to have been very effective.
On the sports fields, daily games sessions have continued and, whilst fixtures could not take place, interhouse matches have been
both enjoyable and fiercely competitive.
We have endeavoured to retain as much as possible that is inherent to the Christmas period for our pupils to enjoy in their ‘bubbles’,
including the Pre-Prep Nativity, Christmas parties, Christmas Fayre and the ‘Y Factor’.
As we look forward to the promise of a brighter Spring Term ahead, I send you my best wishes for a very happy and peaceful
Christmas and New Year.

Ian Raybould

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS!

The arrival and decoration of the School Christmas tree heralds the
start of the Yarlet Christmas season and, hot on the heels of its
arrival, followed the effervescent bubbles of Christmas parties,
Pre-Prep Nativity and Christmas Fair, all of which was brilliantly
rounded off by our talented pupils’ performances in the Y Factor.
Although sadly this year we are not been able to enjoy the full
range of Christmas activities, the Yarlet spirit has remained happy
and cheerful throughout.

THANK YOU LEAVERS OF 2020

Thank you to our 2020 Leavers for their wonderful gift which
will take pride of place in our Main Hall.

PUPILS DIG DEEP IN SCIENCE CLUB

BOARDING ACTIVITY AT BARLASTON

Boarding has been more popular than ever this half term, one of
the highlights being the boarding bubble night walk in Downs
Banks. Children paddled in the stream and listened out for
wildlife before enjoying hot chocolate and biscuits in the woods.

The children in Science Club have been very busy
constructing their Diggers, courtesy of some fabulous kits
given to us from JCB, brought to school through Mrs
Barron's association with the Ogden Trust and Keele
University. Now they are made, the team are testing them,
firstly the hydraulics, then levers and finally gears.
Throughout the activity children have developed a variety of
skills in engineering, design and science.

LEST WE FORGET

th

On Friday 6 November, pupils remembered those who have
lived and died in the service of their country and humanity,
particularly those who were pupils themselves at Yarlet. We
will remember them.

SPORTING SENIOR SCHOOL
SUCCESS FOR REUBEN

Following an outstanding assessment, Reuben has won a
Sports Exhibition to Repton School! Well done Reuben!!

ANIMAL KINGDOM CLUB TURTLE TALK

Animal Kingdom Club in Main School has begun swimmingly
with a session on sea turtles, and threats to their natural
environment. Pupils in Form Three and Form Four learnt about
how the increasing amount of plastic humans are not recycling
is affecting the delicate turtle ecosystem. They then made a
turtle diorama to demonstrate how turtles are now living
amongst our waste, and can mistake a plastic bag for a
jellyfish. A great start and all pupils wanted to make a change
to the way they use plastics!

MEET THE NEW HOUSE CAPTAINS

Congratulations to William, Eliza and Oscar who were
voted as the new captains by the children in their houses.
The competition for House Captain was particularly
strong this year with outstanding speeches and
performances from Form 7. Well done to the winners, we
are looking forward to seeing how you will lead your
houses to victories!

HALLOWEEN HAUNTINGS AT YARLET

As usual, the Yarlet children did not disappoint with their
wonderful Halloween costumes! Whilst remaining in their
bubbles, children enjoyed playing spooky games, dancing
at the disco which followed the fabulous themed meal. All
the children were buzzing with excitement. The evening
was topped off with 65% of main school boarding - the
highest number of boarders for more than 25 years!!
What a super end to a very long half term.

PUMPKIN PARADE

Our annual Halloween Pumpkin competition was once
again a sight to behold. The standard of this year’s
entries was extremely high, and our pupil’s creativity not
only amazed our judges but made it extremely difficult to
choose the category winners. The category winners are
as follows: Overall Winner, Maisie G, Best Carved, Anvay,
Scariest, Oscar M and Funniest, Nolita. Mrs Hamplett
would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who took
part.

ALL-ROUND SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS
FOR IZAAK

Congratulations go to Izaak for securing a hugely
prestigious Michael Palin Scholarship to Shrewsbury
School. Assessments involved a number of academic
evaluations plus a music audition and the presentation
of an artwork portfolio and unseen timed drawing task.
Well done Izaak!!

A RUNAWAY SUCCESS FOR ARCHIE
AT LINGFIELD

Following a suspension of racing since March, Archie P
made the trip to Lingfield Park Racecourse during half
term and won the 138cm Intermediate 6 furlongs Pony
Race! A huge congratulations from all of us at Yarlet!

ISABELLE’S ICE-SKATING SUCCESS

Huge congratulations to Isabelle who won 1st place in
her very first ice skating competition! Isabelle had to
compile a routine herself which incorporated a spiral, a
jump and a spin! Very well done Isabelle.

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS
FOR KATIE

Following an exceptionally high entrance examination
result, we are delighted to announce that Katie has been
awarded an Academic Scholarship to Stafford Grammar
School. The first award of this academic year! Well done on
this huge achievement Katie!

THE MUSIC LIVES ON AT YARLET

When we had to cancel our Young Musician of the Year
competition in June 2020, we were all so disappointed.
However, this term we felt able to rearrange the event as
we now have all pupils back in school. Operating the
competition safely was a challenge but with the help of
our Year 7 pupils who operated the cameras and live
production software, we broadcast the event via our
YouTube Channel and patched in the judges via zoom.
Although we would not have chosen to run the
competition in this way, with more than 500 viewers, the
event attracted the largest audience ever! The
competition itself was as impressive and exciting as ever
and under the pressure of lights and live cameras, our
young performers did not disappoint. A massive
congratulations to everyone who took part. As with all
competitions, there had to be winners so well done to
the following pupils: Freddy (Junior Vocalist), Henry
(Junior Instrumentalist), Adelaide (Senior Vocalist) and
Reuben (Senior Instrumentalist). Congratulations also go
to Dillan and Minnie for highly commended
performances. Many thanks to our judges, Oliver Walker
(Head of Music from Repton School) and Mrs Tarling
(Event Sponsor) and also to our accompanist and all vocal
and instrumental teachers at Yarlet School. If you missed
the event or would like to watch it again, here is the
YouTube link: https://youtu.be/toPMd9QN3PY

SPORTS SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS FOR AMELIA

Following a demanding selection process which involved a
letter of application, interviews and a face-to-face assessment,
we are delighted to announce that Amelia has been awarded a
Sports Scholarship to Clifton College. Well done on this
magnificent achievement Amelia!

FORM 3 CHRISTINGLE MAKING!

BREAKING NEWS WITH FORM 4!

In Humanities, as part of their learning on Natural
Disasters, Form Four produced and presented a Breaking
News report on a series of natural disasters around our
world. We heard about earthquakes, volcanic eruptions,
avalanches and even cyclones! Form Four were sensitive
in their delivery and commented on the impact of
disasters on the local populous. Excellent effort Form
Four! Pictured are one group of reporters who had to
take shelter when an aftershock from a recent earthquake
occurred!

FORM 4 HAVING A 'LAVLY' TIME
Form 3 learnt about the meaning and importance of Christingles at
Christmas time by making their own! They carefully assembled the
various parts of the Christingle, learning about the symbolic
aspects at each step. Excellent work Form 3, and Merry Christmas!

ODD SOCKS DAY

In Science, Form 4 have been studying Changing State and
everyone made their very own lava lamp. The pupils were
fascinated by watching the fizzy tablet slowly dissolve,
releasing air bubbles to create the lava lamp effect.
Well done Form 4.
As part of Antibullying Week, the children wore odd socks to
celebrate that we are all different, and they did not disappoint
us with their crazy selection of odd socks!

MIDLANDS AIR AMBULANCE TRAINING

AUTUMNAL FUN

The Yarlet grounds provide the source for lots of imaginative
fun for our pupils and the Form 7 and 8 bubble have been
really making the most of their autumnal break times!

A huge thank you to Midlands Air Ambulance who
delivered CPR and Bleed Control training to the Forms 6, 7
and 8 bubbles. The children listened so carefully
throughout the sessions and learnt some valuable life skills.

FORM 3 FLOWER POWER!

In Form 3 we have been exploring the plants and flowers
growing around the school grounds. We took photos,
identified our findings, did some research in the IT suite and
even did some painting!

CONGRATULATIONS CAMERON!

It was great to start the new term with the news that
Cameron had just passed his Grade 3 piano and
passed his Grade 5 guitar with distinction – well done
Cameron!

ALICE CHARITY DONATIONS

PREFECTS’ PICNIC

As part of their reward for the dutiful and exemplary work as
Prefects this term, and in particular for their efforts in the
recent assessments, Form Eight were treated to a picnic and
a film to relax and enjoy! Keep up the excellent leadership
Prefects!

FORM 6 CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE

Thank you so much to all the parents who generously
donated items for the Alice Charity, based in Stoke. The Alice
Charity runs the People’s Pantry where they aim to support
families who struggle to provide regular meals for their
children. We know that your incredibly kind donations will
make such a positive impact for some families this half term.
Thank you!

DISTICTIONS IN LAMDA EXAMS

In Religious Studies Form 6 have been examining Christian
rites of passage and visited the chapel for a "re-enactment"
of a traditional Christian marriage. With William as the vicar,
Gabriel and Minnie bravely said their vows and "I wills" to
the jubilant congregation! Form 6 were enthusiastic and
enjoyed taking their learning "out of the classroom" to
explore different practices and traditions in world religions.

Huge congratulations to both Clemmie and Frankie who
received distinctions in their LAMDA drama exams.
Clemmie received her distinction for her Grade 1 exam and
Frankie for her Verse and Prose exam. We are so proud of
them both for these absolutely fantastic results; well done
girls!

BERRIS PERKINS

Many younger Old Yarletians, and many of a slightly older vintage, will be very sad to learn of
the death of Mrs Berris Perkins, the Head of the Pre-Prep. School from 1993 to 2003 –
formative years for little Yarletians and for Yarlet as a whole.
When it was decided to open a Pre-Preparatory School at Yarlet, we were so fortunate that
Berris Perkins, Mother of two O.Y.’s, agreed, after a little persuasion, to take on the role of
Head. It all began in April 1993, when she was joined by nine small boys – boys only then!
But numbers increased rapidly, girls joined the boys, and the Pre-Prep. became a thriving and
deservedly popular school for these young Yarletians – who would all agree that Berris Perkins
was an inspirational and much-loved Leader. They adored her.
But she was no “soft touch”. She insisted on the highest standards of behaviour and manners –
and woe betide the child whose socks were down or whose cap or hat was set at too jaunty an
angle!
The essence of Berris Perkins’s school was of happiness and kindness. They were happy children
and, so, successful children, and they were kind to each other. She set that example – as did her
excellent Staff, who would do anything for her.
Yarlet will always be grateful to her – and she will be much missed by many people.
We send our deep sympathy to her children, Brett and Ross (O.Y.’s), and to Amelia-Jo.
We all have wonderful memories of Berris Perkins’s Yarlet years. And she always “Kept
Smiling!” Richard Plant, November 2020

FORM 4 RAPPERS’ DELIGHT

ART SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS
FOR ADELAIDE

Form 4 rapping their way through the Water Cycle, learning the
key processes involved.

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

Following the presentation of a superb art portfolio,
massive congratulations go to Adelaide on winning an Art
Scholarship to Newcastle-under-Lyme School.

ANIMAL KINGDOM GIRAFFE CRAFT!

Mrs Hamplett and Mr Mike were delighted to welcome local
Contemporary Glass Artist, Naomi Jacques, to the Art
Department for this year’s artist in residence morning. Each
main school bubble participated in an exciting glass
inclusions workshop where they designed and made a
Christmas decoration by applying coloured glass frits, metals
and foils in between glass tiles. Our wonderful pupils
impressed Naomi with their creativity and are all eagerly
awaiting the final firing process to transform their designs
into that extra special decoration, just in time to decoration
this year’s Christmas tree. Mrs Hamplett would like to thank
Naomi and all staff and pupils for making this such a
successful and enjoyable morning.
If anyone is interested in one of Naomi’s ‘Make Your Own At
Home Fused Glass Kits’ then have a look at her website:
https://www.naomijacques.co.uk/ for more information.

In Animal Kingdom pupils learnt about the tallest animal on
Earth - the giraffe!
Whilst being educated on how long giraffes sleep for
(sometimes only 10 minutes a day, and mostly standing up!)
and their patterns (like snowflakes, no two giraffes are the
same!), they also made pencil pot giraffe holders too!
Some brilliant creations, well done Animal Clubbers!

BIKEABILITY

Yarlet pupils from Forms 5 to 8 have been busy completing Bike
Ability Levels 1 to 3. These levels allow the children to carry out
checks on their bikes to make sure they are safe to ride. From
Level 2 upwards, the children are then onto the roads where
they have to think of pedestrians and other road users. To pass
the cycling assessment the riders must demonstrate: turns in
the road, overtaking parked cars and signalling whilst balancing
on their bikes. Congratulations to all pupils involved this term!

HOCKEY CLUB CAPTAINS!

Two of Yarlet’s incredible prefects have been chosen
to represent Stone Hockey Club U14’s teams as
captains. A huge congratulations to both Fraser and
Amelia, who are absolutely perfect for this role!

FORM 3 VIRTUAL ROMAN TOUR

JESSICA HITS THE HIGH NOTE!

Huge congratulations to Jessica for achieving excellent marks in
her Grade 4 singing and Grade 1 clarinet music examinations!
Hard work during the lockdown has certainly paid off!

Form 3 discovered Deva (Roman Chester), Rome and Bath
through the magic of modern-day technology. They were
given a tour of the Colosseum, where they learnt about the
heroic and often gruesome lives of the gladiators, before
having a go themselves! Poor Georgia did not win the
mercy of the crowd, who sentenced her to a grizzly end.
Form 3 also experienced a Roman bath, thanks to a virtual
tour of the baths in Aquae Sulis (Bath). They enjoyed lying
in the heated "water" and imagining frescoes and mosaics
lining the walls as they nibbled on their meat and cheese
and smelt the incense vented through the hypocaust. All
agreed this was a fun afternoon and would definitely do
this again!

BERTIE & GRACIE’S GOALKEEPING SUCCESS STORIES
Congratulations to Bertie, who
is now the U9s goalkeeper for
Stoke RTC (Regional Talent
Centre playing in Junior
Premier League). Bertie also
finds the time to continue
playing for Stafford Rangers as
their U9 goalkeeper, both
commitments mean he is
playing football 7 days a week!
This is superb dedication from
a young player. Outstanding
effort Bertie, well done.

Gracie has been signed as
a Goalkeeper for Stoke
City Girls Regional Talent
Club, Under 10s.
Gracie has been playing
for her local team, Stone
Dominoes, since the age of
6! Excellent achievement
Gracie, your dedication
has finally been rewarded
with the recognition it
deserves.

YARLET SPORT
Within the current pandemic, pupils have
really enjoyed their daily Games Sessions,
despite all the fixtures being cancelled for
the first term of the academic year.
During Games sessions, all boys have
developed their football skills, looking at
perfecting techniques as well as spacing
during game play.
In hockey, both girls and boys have been
working on their ball speed and passing
accuracy.
On the netball court, all the girls have
recapped on the skills learnt from
previous years and are beginning to
familiarise themselves with match
strategies and tactics.
In the recent weeks leading up to
Christmas, Miss Davis and her
department organised inter-house Bubble
tournaments in both hockey and football:
Junior overall winners were Castle.
The following week it was the turn of the
intermediates (Forms 5 & 6) where the
winners were Knight.
Finally, the seniors took to the pitch and
Astro seeing Bishop victorious.
The overall house winner was Castle on
points difference.
A special mention must go to the House
Captains, Oscar, Eliza and William for
their outstanding leadership of their
Houses.
Well done to all the children that took
part, the sporting ability was superb!
Congratulations to Angus for becoming
Yarlet's 2020 Sports Personality of the
Year. Miss Davis and the Games
Department had to shortlist 6 entries as
the standard was so high. Well done to
the remaining 5 finalists.

Pre-Prep News December 2020
2020
CHRISTMAS
BUBBLES OF TALENT
NURSERY MARK MAKING IN THE FROST

Our Nursery children have been engaging in lots of
activities linked to the weather. We had a chilly start
on this particular morning, which was perfect for our
mark making in the frost, such fun!

PRE-PREP VIRTUAL HARVEST CHAPEL

Not even a global pandemic can stop our
most eagerly awaited performance of the
year - the Nativity!!! Working in our 2
bubbles; one for the EYFS children and the other for the KS1 children, we
staff planned together to make a show of 2 acts. EYFS performed 'The
Night before Christmas'. It was a testament to what a good team they
make and amazing to see our 2 - 5 year olds doing such a fantastic job of
starting off the Christmas Show. KS1 took up the baton for the second act
with a wonderful show called 'Hooray in a Manger'. We really missed
having you all come and see the performance, but hopefully you will
enjoy the DVD which will demonstrate you how incredibly hard
your children have worked to put on the show for you all.

We are incredibly proud of all the Pre-Prep children for
their wonderful performances in our very first virtual
chapel service. Such confident speaking from such
young children; well done!

VIRTUAL SHARING ASSEMBLY

KEY STAGE 1’S GHOULISH GROVE

Key Stage One had a great ghoulish groove at their
Halloween Party. Everyone looked spooktacular and all the
staff were impressed with their groovy moves. The spirit of
Halloween visited all the reading folders whilst we were
dancing and left some treats for the children as well.

Pre-Prep always love their sharing assemblies, where they
share good news about children from every class and so
they were determined to not let being bubbled stop this
wonderful half hour. They had their first Zoom assembly
today in their bubbles and it was a great success and was
enjoyed by all. We heard about children starting the
reading scheme, getting distinctions in Drama and Musical
exams, being kind and doing their best in all areas of the
curriculum. What a modern way of keeping things as
normal as possible for us all.

DISTINCTION FOR ZOE

We are all so proud of Zoe who, at just 6 years old, has
received an incredibly high mark in her Grade 2 piano
exam, giving her a well-deserved Distinction!

MARSHMALLOW LOLLIPOP TREATS
FOR RECEPTION

FORM 1’S FUN WITH FINANCE

Form 1 have been getting to grips with the tricky concept of
money. We have been learning to recognise and use all the
coins in the UK currency. We start each lesson wistfully
dreaming that all our pretend money was real and what we
would do with it all!!! Then it's onto the hard part where we
have to find how to make quantities up to 20p. Great learning
Form 1!

HALLOWEEN FUN FOR KINDERGARTEN

Reception made some delicious marshmallow lollipops
as a reward for all their hard work during the first half
term.

MARSHMALLOW TREATS FOR FORM 1

Kindergarten have loved their fantastic Halloween-themed
day!

SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAINBOW …..

Eva Rothschild has inspired us to make our own
geometric sculptures using marshmallow and cocktail
sticks. Tragically there were lots of marshmallows left,
so Miss Kellie had the splendid idea of using them in a
tasty hot chocolate. What a fantastic way to spend the
afternoon

….. are Yarlet’s own little pots of gold!

FORM 1 BONDING IN MATHS

Form One are loving learning about number bonds to 10 and 20
in Maths. They have been building on their EYFS Numeracy skills
and understand now that numbers are sets that interact in
different ways with one another. It's great to see the children
embracing this subject with confidence and excitement.

NURSERY GO GRUFFALO HUNTING

Nursery have had lots of Gruffalo fun! We have been
listening to the Gruffalo story, and doing lots of different
Gruffalo activities, including going on a walk around our
school grounds to see how many Gruffalos we could find!

FORM 2’S BALANCED BISTRO

PRE-PREP GAMES
This term Pre-Prep have worked hard on their hockey AND
football dribbling. The children have concentrated on weaving
in and out of cones and working on their balance and
coordination when controlling the ball. Later this term, all the
children have learnt how to hit the ball in hockey and are
developing their accuracy and direction.

FORM 2 ALL FIRED UP!

Learning about balanced diets, Form 2 had fun creating
their own ‘balanced bistro’ menus.

AUTUMN FUN IN PRE-PREP!

It was such a treat to see the children engaging with nature
during their breaktimes, playing with the sycamore seeds as
they fell from the trees and then launching them high into
the sky again and again. What a delight to watch the awe
and wonder on their faces as they spiralled back down to the
earth; such fun!

FORM 2 PICTURE PERFECT

Form 2 had a great time acting
out the events of the Great
Fire of London in 1666.
Form 2 are all budding Picassos! They have made
fantastic pictures.

FORM 2 TRAVEL BACK IN TIME TO 1666!

Form 2 began their History topic by travelling back in time to
the very hot summer of 1666! The children had lots of fun
pretending to be Londoners from that time, selling their
wares in the streets, clearing away rats and dodging the dirt in
the streets!

BALLET MAGIC!

A wonderful term’s Pre-Prep ballet was had by all. Miss
Caroline can’t wait until it is safe enough for family
members to come and see a presentation of the
wonderful progress the children are making and how
much fun they are having. Expressive movement also
features within lessons. This picture catches the princess
being late to meet her audience.

RECEPTION ROUND-UP

This term has flown by, it has been so busy. It’s a very exciting one albeit a little
different to normal. We have enjoyed all the usual Christmas fun, Christmas crafts,
Christmas parties, shows and other fabulous activities. We have thoroughly enjoyed
learning the different ways Christmas is celebrated around the world.
The children have worked so hard all term and this is shown by the fabulous progress
they have all made. They have all worked hard in their adult led activities and have
surprised their teachers by practising these skills in Child Choice. We have also had
time for some fun too.
Ms Morgan and Miss Megan would like to wish all the children in Reception, along
with their families, a very safe and happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing
them all back next year for hopefully a normal-ish school year!

KINDERGARTEN FESTIVALS & CELEBRATIONS

Kindergarten have loved learning about Festivals and Celebrations this
half term. We particularly enjoyed finding out about Diwali, the Festival
of Light, and used instruments to make firework sounds as part of our
celebrations.

KINDERGARTEN ON THE HUNT

We have been looking at patterns and shapes
in our Maths work. It was great to go on a
shape hunt in the classroom and around the
school grounds, there were lots of different
shaped objects to find.

