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Y Sir?
Dear Parents,
During what has been an extremely challenging time, we have endeavoured to keep school life as normal as possible, whilst always
prioritising your children’s safety. We are incredibly grateful to parents and pupils for so willingly embracing the adaptations we had
to make to comply with government guidelines. Latterly, the easing of certain lockdown restrictions enabled us to reintroduce some
areas of school life which had been sorely missed, such as competitive fixtures, which our pupils have relished, and holding music
events in front of a live audience, such a treat!
Our Form 8 pupils have responded to this uncertainty with characteristic enthusiasm and tremendous determination. They were not
fazed by Scholarship Assessments and Common Entrance Examinations and we are delighted that they reaped the benefits of their
hard work as they all secured places to their senior schools of choice with incredibly impressive Common Entrance examination
results, and an amazing 15 scholarship awards amongst this cohort of 11 pupils. We are proud of them all!
During the summer holiday we will be working hard on some exciting building developments which will provide new classrooms for
Form 1 and Form 2 within the main building. We are also looking forward to enhancing boarding facilities with new girls’ dormitories
and common areas for girls and boys.
I do hope that our return in September will see the end to all remaining restrictions so that we can enjoy school life to the full. In the
meantime, it is just left for me to wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable summer break.
Best wishes, Ian Raybould

FORM 8 LEAVERS’ TRIP JUNE 2021

After an exceptionally smooth journey to Yorkshire, we arrived at Ingleton. Bunks allotted and lunch quaffed, we headed to the hills
for some gorge scrambling. The children were super speedy climbers spurred on by the nibbling midges that seemed to find us all
extremely tasty!
The next morning the weather was perfect for our ascent up Ingleborough, one of the peaks in the three-peak challenge. The views
were stunning and we were down in time to meet Mr Raybould who had come to join us. Wednesday, we travelled to Lake
Windemere to try our hand at kayaking and canoeing. We all managed to stay dry in the canoes, but kayaking was a different
matter, with several of the group falling in and going round in circles! However, by the end of the session, after a few competitive
games, everyone managed to perfect their kayaking skills.
The week went so fast with our last full day of activity being caving. I know some of the group were unsure about this. However,
once we were down the cave looking at the fossils, stalagmites and stalactites fears were soon forgotten. We had a few challenges
in the cave, the slender Form 8s quickly wiggling through a narrow gap called the cheese press. Mr Raybould however got a little
stuck but, once he was extracted, we all successfully negotiated a climb out beside a waterfall.
Friday morning, we just managed to squeeze in a final abseil before travelling home, a 50m drop into a disused quarry. Everyone
managed it despite a lot of trepidation, some with more style than others!
I can honestly say that Form 8 have been an absolute delight to take away: helpful, supportive, and great fun. They faced their
demons with great courage and tenacity - none of them were prepared not to have a go at every activity offered to them. Well
done Form 8 you have shown great character and determination and it has been a real pleasure to be with you.

END OF YEAR SHOW

SHREWSBURY ESSAY SUCCESS FOR HARVEY!

At a time when the vast majority of schools cancelled their end
of year special events, Yarlet was determined that ‘the show
must go on’ and worked tirelessly to take its production
outdoors.
Many congratulations to pupils in Forms 5 to 8 who worked so
hard to put together a fantastic show. An appreciative
audience enjoyed a fabulous mix of humorous sketches and
songs from the musicals. The whole occasion was a wonderful
way to round off the year!

Many congratulations to Harvey, runner up in the Year 6
category of the Shrewsbury School essay competition on
the theme "what is the difference between what is real
and what is not?" The judges were marking submissions
based on real flair, originality, structure and style and
Harvey's achievement follows on from last year's success
when he won the Year 5 category - well done Harvey!

MUSIC EXAM SUCCESS

SCIENCE ROCKS FOR FORM 3

How lucky were Form 3 to be able to carry out their rock
investigation in an actual lab this morning! Thank you, Mrs
Barron for all your help! Science rocks!
More fantastic music exam news! Congratulations to Fraser
for distinction in Grade 3 Drums, Ben for distinction in Grade
3 Saxophone and Minnie for merit in Grade 1 Saxophone.
Superb results!

A VIKING VOYAGE TO A SAXON SETTLEMENT!

FORM 8 CRACK THE CODE!

Year 8 enjoyed the challenge of coding their micro:bits to
create a variety of different interactive games to play. Next
week we turn the micro:bits into radios!

As part of their learning on the Anglo Saxons and Vikings in
History, Form 3 traversed across both space and time to the
ancient settlement of Tatton - now Tatton Park. There they
met two unique hosts; Tate the Chieftess of the village, and
Uthred, son of Uthred, a Viking demanding his danegeld
(money) from the village. In order to escape the threat of
slavery, our Form 3s had to learn some essential villager and
hunter skills in order to prove their worth. They got hands on
with threshing, making braids to sell, deer stalking and even
weapons training! We had a fantastic time at Tatton Park,
and can safely report that Uthred received his danegeld, so
did not need our pupils as slaves this time!

FAREWELL LEAVERS 2021

For some of us, it may seem just yesterday, or last year, that your child took their first
waddle, toddle or nervous first steps into Yarlet's main hall. Looking up at the grand
staircase, and perhaps seeing the older children in their blazers and ties confidently
descending, must have felt a million years, even dreams away. But time has a notion
of slipping away when one is having fun, and the years for our Form 8s seem to have
passed swiftly, leading us to yet again the heart-wrenching stage of preparing our
goodbyes. This year group in particular have faced challenges unseen in Yarlet, or
even in living memory of English history. Isolated from their friends, told to stay
indoors and only allowed to see their teachers on a computer screen, it is safe to say
Form 8 were more than anxious about completing their Common Entrance learning.
With two lockdowns forcing their class to learn remotely, and indecision about if and
how exams were going to take place this year, Form 8 demonstrated remarkable
perseverance in the face of uncertainty. Whilst the year could have ended in
disappointment, missed opportunities and lacklustre results, Form 8 looked Covid in
the eyes and said, "Never again." Instead what we saw were some of the highest
exam results on record, the highest number of scholarships awarded to a single class
on record, and more importantly the strength, courage and dedication shown by each
of our Form 8s. They epitomize the Yarlet spirit; to never give up, to try our best and
to count our blessings. Izaak, Cameron, Chloe, Adelaide, Fraser, Natasha, Katie, Kaif,
Amelia, Reggie and Reuben have been everything you could want from a class, and
more: kind, brave, helpful, and between them academically, musically, athletically and
artistically outstanding. As Prefects and Leaders, they have guided their peers through
turbulent times, and shown them not just how to succeed at school, but how to lead a
good life. Whether your child took an uneven step, an unbalanced gallop, a haphazard
run or a confident stride into our building, they all leave with their heads held high,
secure in their next school of choice, well prepared for their GCSEs and mature
enough to handle any new situation. We will miss this class for their humour, tenacity
and respect. But we are confident in their ability to make the best of their new
ventures. A fond farewell to you all and remember there is a special place for
you here, always. Mr. Pass - Form 8 Tutor

BOARDING FUN AT DOWNS BANKS!

A little rain failed to dampen the spirits of our boarders who
had tremendous fun over at Downs Banks!

SHORT CIRCUIT FOR FORM 4

Form 4 have been busy building their electrical circuits,
using a range of components and working together to
include as many as possible in one full, working circuit.

GREAT ANNUAL EGG RACE

A beautiful, sunny Thursday morning welcomed the return of
our annual Egg Race House Competition. During the Easter
break our main school pupils had been set a Design
Technology House Challenge of designing and constructing a
device that could hurl a hardboiled egg to the furthest
possible distance. Once again, in true Yarletian spirit, a
fantastic array of devices lined up in readiness for the
competition.
The results for the top three distances thrown are:
1st Place James - 118m
2nd Place Grace - 52m
3rd Place Reuben - 41.6m
Each device was also awarded points for entering, the
distance thrown and the overall design.
The overall house results are as follows:
1st Bishop - 27 points
2nd Knight - 22 points
3rd Castle - 7 points
Mrs Hamplett would like to say a big thank you to all the
participants and their families for making this such an exciting
and enjoyable challenge.

FANTASTIC FORM 8!

PARENTS V LEAVERS
We could not be any prouder of our Form 8 class and their
unprecedented and outstanding Common Entrance exam
results. Between them they have received an exceptional
52 A* grades and 16 A grades. These are truly fantastic
results and reflect upon their remarkable hard work and
determination, in spite of the disruption of two National
Lockdowns. Well done Form 8!

The Summer Term saw a return of the traditional
Rounders and Cricket matches, Parents versus Leavers.
Well done to the leavers and a huge thank you to all
the parents involved.

BERTIE’S COMMITMENT PAYS OFF!

SUMMER SPORTS CAMP AT YARLET

Congratulations to Bertie, who has been signed by
Walsall Football Academy for the next year as their U10
goalkeeper. Taking part in football every day of the week
has certainly shown Bertie’s commitment to the sport,
well done!

FORM 4 JUMP FOR JOY!

Form 4 jumping for joy after working so hard this week in
their exams. A well-deserved chocolate muffin was
enjoyed by all!

On behalf of Steve Proud and his team, we are pleased to
confirm that a Summer Holiday Sports Camp will take place
at Yarlet for pupils aged 3 and above, as follows:
12th to 16th July
19th to 23rd July
2nd to 6th August
9th to 13th August
16th to 20th August
The Clubs will run from 9.30 am until 3.30 pm at a cost of £20
per day. If you would like to drop your child off early at
8.30am there is an additional £5 charge, and for a late
collection between 3.30pm to 4.30pm there will be a further
additional £5 charge.
Your child would need to bring along lunch and drinks.
If you would like to register your child to attend or have any
questions at all, Steve would be happy to help. Steve can be
contacted either by email: info@theschooloftennis.co.uk or
mobile phone: 07976 293752

WHOLE SCHOOL POETRY RECITAL COMPETITION

Wednesday 12th May saw a return to our annual Poetry
Recital competition and in a bid to be altogether in our
bubbles, we held the event in the glorious outdoors with the
cricket pavilion providing a wonderful stage for our
performers. Despite a very few wet weeks, we were treated to
a rare spell of sunshine and so with a new venue; new and
returning performers; and a new addition to the judging panel
(Yarlet’s favourite story teller - Alan Barrett); the event began.
There were 11 class performances and 36 individual
performances with four prizes up for grabs: pre-prep and main
school individual winners; and pre-prep and main school class
winners. The poems ranged from humorous to poignant, short
to long, rhyming to free verse, and everything in between.
In a tightly fought contest, there were a wealth of
commendations but the winners were:
Pre-prep Class Winners - Form 1: ‘I Cannot go to School
Today’
Main School Class Winners - Form 7: ‘The Great Realisation’
Pre-prep Individual Winner - Frankie: ‘Down Behind the
Dustbin’
Main School Winner - Dillan: ‘The Tiger and the Zebra’
Thank you to everyone who took part - it was a true joy to
watch. Here’s to next year!

WHAT YARLET MEANS TO ME

WET WEATHER FUN!

Come rain or shine, pupils always enjoy being outside at
Yarlet School!

RAY-DIENT RAYS!

In Animal Kingdom Club, pupils learnt about the "birds of
the sea"- the stingray. Some species have existed for over
100 million years! Pupils made beautiful stingrays and
attached string to them to create gliding creatures that
flapped in the wind. Great work everyone!

STOKE CITY SUCCESS FOR ANGUS

In boarding, Mr. Pass challenged pupils to redesign the Yarlet
logo based on what school means to them.
We had a very impressive array of designs and drawings,
which reflect how our pupils view their school;
I particularly liked Susie's "traditional" take reflecting Yarlet's
steadfast values, Tallulah's scenic view of our school, Mason's
proud House traditions and Bella's all-inclusive design to
demonstrate our diversity. Well done boarders!

Congratulations to Angus, who has an extended contract
with Stoke City Academy for the next 2 years. Well done
Angus, you are a footballing role model to the younger
Yarlet pupils.

FORM 5 BUDDING PHOTOGRAPHERS

YARLET’S WONDROUS WRITERS

Form 5 had the opportunity to put into practice all they
had learnt in this term's Computing topic of Photography
when we walked along the canal in Stone on Monday.
Some stunning photos were taken along the way and it is
always wonderful to hear from members of the public who
approached the staff to comment how delightful and well
behaved the children were. Well done Form 5!

Way back when in November 2020, our children from
Forms 4 & 5 were invited to take part in the annual
Denstone College Writing Competition. Their task was to
write a story entitled ‘The Magic Ball’ with a word limit of
300 or 400 words. The Yarlet judges had a very tricky time
trying to select our in-house winners but we managed to
make a difficult decision in the end. With the advent of
lockdown, it was quite some time before we heard back
with any results but we are thrilled to announce that
Lottie in Form 5 was highly commended and that Dillan in
Form 4 was a runner-up giving him a very welcome £25
voucher. Well done to both of our Wondrous Writers!

FORM 4 TRAIN THEIR DRAGONS!

SECRET OF TREASURE ISLAND!

Form 4 are having a roaring time exploring the novel How to
Train Your Dragon. The pupils have created their own Viking
map with excellent landmarks such as Mythical Mountain,
Savage Sea and Cannibal Cliff. Recently, the Form created
Top Trump cards displaying their own dragon species for
example Hairy Hog Dragon, Spy Snapper, Fearsome Fighter
and Bone Snapper.

In Humanities, Form 4 used all their learnt knowledge of
Map Skills, including compass directions, relief, grid
referencing and map symbols to create their very own
treasure maps- complete with hidden treasure! Well done
Form 4 on a very successful term in Humanities!

SWIMMING GALA
Due to the popularity of swimming at Yarlet, it
was only right for the Swimming Gala to have its
own day. With Pre-Prep starting off in the
morning and our seniors closing the gala in the
afternoon, a great day was had by all. Well
done to all involved and a special thank you to
Water Stars for putting the day together with
great success.

SLIP SLIDING AWAY!

Another fabulous evening of fun and laughter in boarding
with the Slip and Slide!

FORM 7 TEAMBUILDING

YOUNG MUSICIANS OF THE YEAR 2021

We were thrilled to be able to host our ‘Young Musicians of the
Year 2021’ competition live this term, with a socially distanced
audience in attendance following strict government guidance.
Our young musicians performed with confidence and
professionalism and we would like to say massive
congratulations to everyone who took part in this wonderful
event. As with all competitions, there had to be winners so well
done to the following pupils: Clemmie (Junior Vocalist), Bertie
(Junior Instrumentalist), Jessica (Senior Vocalist) and Ben
(Senior Instrumentalist). Congratulations also go to Isabelle and
Harvey for highly commended performances. Many thanks to
our judges, Gavin Lamplough (Head of Music from Stafford
Grammar School) and Mrs Tarling (Event Sponsor) and to our
accompanist and all vocal and instrumental teachers.

CONGRATULATIONS YOUNG MUSICIANS!

Today, Form 7 underwent a team building process in order to
prepare them for some of the skills and responsibilities that will
be required when they begin Form 8. Mr. Pass set up games that
involved communication skills, working as a team, and both
physical and mental challenges to assess Form 7's capabilities to
lead and inspire. All Form 7's stepped up to the mark, and proved
they have what it takes to guide and support our school next
year!

BELLA’S NETBALL SUCCESS

Congratulations to Bella, who took part in the U13
Staffordshire County Netball Trials. She has been selected
and is on the Staffordshire County Netball Performance
Pathway. This is an incredible achievement as it is an older
age group than she is currently playing.

Congratulations to James, Isabelle, Adelaide, Minnie,
William, Henry and Grace who have achieved fantastic
results in their recent ABRSM music exams.

CELEBRATING FREDDIE’S GREEN FINGERS

Huge congratulations to Freddie who has won our Gardening
Competition with his stunning Peter Rabbit themed garden!
Congratulations as well to all the children who have taken part
in the competition this term during Science club, beavering
away each week to create some wonderful designs worthy of
the Royal Chelsea Flower Show!

IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN

In Humanities, Form 3 learnt the story of Adam and Eve, a tale of
trust, deceit, temptation and betrayal as the first humans struggle
to comprehend the morality of what it means to be "good". Form 3
re-enacted various scenes from the story in the glorious gardens of
Yarlet School to bring a touch of realism to their acting - they really
enjoyed becoming Adam, Eve and the Serpent!

ISABELLE’S ICE-SKATING SUCCESS

SHREWSBURY SCHOOL ART
COMPETITION SUCCESS

Lucy Caddel, Head of Art at Shrewsbury School, was
extremely impressed with Yarlet’s submissions in their
annual Art Competition which this year was entitled
‘Climate of Change’. We had lots of fantastic entries which
pupils completed independently during the last lockdown.
Three of our pupils were finalists and invited to take part in
Shrewsbury’s Virtual Art Workshop last Friday morning.
Mrs Hamplett is delighted to announce that Zen was
awarded Silver, Evelyn Bronze and Eliza Highly
Commended. Well done and a huge thank you to everyone
who took part. All our submissions will be featured in this
year’s end of year virtual art exhibition.

TENNIS ARTWORK COMPETITION

Congratulations to Isabelle on her ice-skating success.
Isabelle recently took part in a regional skating competition
and won her category and will now compete in the
nationals. Well done Isabelle, your hard work on the ice
rink has really paid off. Best of luck in the nationals!

COUNTY TENNIS SUCCESS FOR HARRY

After judging some very impressive and inspirational
artwork, brothers, Freddy and Harry, have decided upon
two runners-up and one overall winner for their tennisthemed artwork competition, which was held to coincide
with their Tennis Festival at the Baseline Tennis centre this
Summer. The winners are...
Winner - Maisy "Never be Afraid to achieve your dreams"
Runner up - Dillan "Believe and Achieve!"
Runner up - Susie "Head in the Clouds"
All three winners will receive a prize and, as a further treat,
Forms 3 and 4, who submitted artwork, will have a tasty
surprise one breaktime!
Very well done to all artistic entrants!

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP
We are incredibly proud of Harry who is a Staffordshire
County Tennis player and recently represented
Staffordshire in the U9 County Cup at the Shrewsbury Club.
Despite the pouring rain Harry played superbly, winning
both a singles and doubles match.
Well done, Harry!

The School Uniform Shop will be open during
the Summer Holidays by appointment with our
Bursar, Mrs Kirsty Nixon.
To arrange your appointment, please contact
Mrs Nixon by email:
kirsty.nixon@yarletschool.org

SUMMER SPORTS
Due to COVID it has been a challenging time
for Games as fixtures were prohibited and
pupils had to remain in 'bubbles'. However,
Summer Term has brought joy with the
return of competitive fixtures. While
fixtures were on hold, Yarlet were resilient
on the training grounds and this term has
seen the introduction of girls’ cricket and
boys playing rounders, both sports giving
the children new skills, rules and challenges
for them to adapt to.
A special mention must go to Kaif Khan for
taking 6 wickets versus Denstone College
earlier this term, as well as the U11 Mixed
Rounders Team, who qualified for the
Stafford Finals.
All the pupils' hard work has reaped its
rewards with many success stories. I would
like to congratulate all pupils on their hard
work and determination during this
challenging time, they have truly
embraced the Yarlet spirit, keep up the
hard work ready for Autumn Term and
have a lovely, relaxing Summer Holidays.

Pre-Prep News July 2021

KINDERGARTEN NEWS

NURSERY NEWS
It has been an exciting term and Nursery’s topics have been
all about food and our favourite stories and rhymes. We have
re-enacted Handa’s Surprise, painted and eaten a variety of
new and exciting foods. The children were very open to trying
new things. In our story and songs topic we have grooved our
way through different tempos of music.
The children have completed wonderful art and crafts
including Humpty Dumptys, hickory dickory clocks, row row
row your boats, etc. It was wonderful fun to see them building
the three little pigs houses and then pretending to be the big
bad wolf!!

Kindergarten have had a great final term
we have learnt about different parts of
nature. The children really enjoyed having
real tadpoles in the classroom and we
learnt about how they turn into frogs.
We enjoyed making our own butterflies
and planting beans to grow into beanstalks to find the giant at
the top. We also had great fun making our own birds nests, we
even found a real one in the school grounds. We have also
enjoyed learning about the seaside, we have made our own
seaside pictures, designed our own flip flops and made some
jellyfish. The children had a go at making their own sandwiches
and fruit kebabs for a picnic and had lots of fun flying kites.

KEY STAGE 1 NEWS
RECEPTION NEWS
Reception pupils have had a fantastic end to their Early Years
journey. They have spent this last half term showing Ms Morgan
how they can independently apply the skills they have learned this
year. They have thoroughly enjoyed having the nice weather to
do this in as they have been able to really use the outdoor
environment as their classroom. They have been making sundials,
writing sums, measuring and estimating using the outdoors, as
well as practising their writing skills. They have loved this half
term’s topic of music and have used so many instruments in their
reception band. What a year they have had!
Ms Morgan is very proud of what they have achieved and will miss
them greatly.

We have been so busy up in Key Stage One with assessments,
beach trips, puppet shows and end of year chapels; the time
seems to have flown by! One thing that has been a constant
for us is that being together makes us all so happy. Being able
to go on the beach trip this year was a real highlight and
though we all missed Mrs Graham's cries of "mind the
jellyfish!" we had a fantastic time and we were complimented
on by other beach visitors on having such well behaved
children. This charm worked a treat as the ice cream lady let us
have a flake each for free! It is always a nostalgic time for us,
as we get ready to bid farewell to our Form 2 friends, but this
year is different as we have the move of KS1 from Centenary
Hall into the main building, so we will see lots of each other, as
we will all be on one floor. All in all, a terrific term and
wonderful end to the school year.

FORM 2’S SCIENCE FUN IN YARLET’S
LOVELY GROUNDS

Form 2 were in their element hunting for micro
habitats in the Yarlet grounds as part of our
science topic!

RECEPTION ENJOY MONKEYING AROUND!

Reception children enjoyed a fantastic day at the Monkey
Forest and behaved impeccably. Ms Morgan, Miss Kellie and
Mr Martin were really proud to be with such well-behaved
children!

KINDERGARTEN’S FOOD FUN

Kindergarten had great fun making sandwiches with
different fillings and had a go at spreading and
cutting them ourselves. We have made fruit kebabs
using different kinds of fruit, we pushed them onto
the kebab sticks and then ate them, they were
delicious.

PRE-PREP’S SUPER SWIMMING SKILLS

We are getting ready for the gala in our swimming
lessons. All the children have really improved their
swimming styles and their coaches are really proud of
their progress 🏆

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

Form 1 children have performed a song to celebrate
Father’s Day and to say a big thank you for everything
you do for them. We hope you enjoyed their
performance and celebrating your special day!

FUN IN THE SUN FOR KINDERGARTEN

After a hard morning practising our writing skills,
Kindergarten really enjoyed being outside in the
sun, building our confidence on the large climbing
equipment 🌞

NURSERY & KINDERGARTEN’S
MESSY TREAT

What a wonderful Messy Play morning for Nursery
and Kindergarten for their end of term treat! It was
so much fun getting very messy with our friends!

FORM 2’S GLOBAL EYE

PRE-PREP AWARDS ASSEMBLY

Pre prep were ‘over the moon’ to be able to do their
first award assembly in person in over a year.
Luckily the weather was kind so we could all sit
safely outdoors and appreciate the hard work and
good choices the children have been making.

ANYONE FOR TENNIS?

This half term Form 2 have been learning all about our
world 🌎 ‘The Global Eye’. We have discovered lots of
information about the different continents and made an
information booklet. We did a tasting session on foods
from France! The children sampled a croissant, quiche,
crepe, baguette and fromage! The children filled in the
sheet on the smell, taste, texture and appearance of
each food. Bon appetit!

Anyone for tennis?! Kindergarten are loving their
tennis lessons with Steve!

VICTORIAN SCHOOL EXPERIENCE FOR KS1

SPRING HAS SPRUNG FOR NURSERY!

Spring has most definitely sprung at Yarlet Nursery and
today the children have been to the green house to
plant their sunflower seeds. We can’t wait to watch
them grow on our daily nature walks

KS1 went back in time for a Victorian school experience.
The school chapel was transformed into a classroom and
the children had to behave like Victorian children,
following the golden rule that children should be seen and
not heard. Unfortunately, a lot of children were unable to
remember the rules and poor Miss Dewey was forced to
cane them to help them to do better next time! A really
fantastic day was had by all and the staff were very
impressed by how well the children stayed in character.

