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Y Sir?
Dear Parents,
Well, the Spring Term has certainly been eventful and introduced a new series of challenges for us all to overcome! Gale force winds
and rains, together with the coronavirus, have taken their toll, although as a school we did endeavour to take sensible precautions with
the aim of carrying on as normal wherever possible. Sadly, though, in line with all schools throughout the country, we had to take the
step of closing the school to assist with the efforts to halt the spread of the virus.
Although the shortest term of the year, it was by no means short in terms of activity, with many events being recorded on social media
as well as in this edition of Y Sir? This is also known as a ‘workhorse’ term, particularly for our Form 8 pupils who are preparing for
senior school entry. We are delighted to announce that two pupils, Izaak and Reuben, have each been awarded the prestigious CB Fry
Exhibition to Repton following a gruelling two-day assessment process and William Bomberg and Iqra Mahmood have both passed
entrance examinations to their respective senior schools – congratulations them all. We have enjoyed learning in a variety of
environments outside the classroom, as well as taking part in activities such as the House Pancake Races, where it was wonderful to see
the camaraderie between pupils supporting and encouraging each other, as well as having fun. The Senior Choir’s performance at the
Gatehouse Theatre will long live in the memory; they were simply superb, and this is an event we will be looking to repeat next year.
Congratulations to Form 8 pupils, Mr Roussarie, Mrs Barron and Mr Adam on their charity walk to Snowdon and raising over £800 for
Age UK – a tremendous effort by all!
I will keep you updated when we receive further guidance from the government regarding the coronavirus and, in the meantime, wish
you all a safe and happy Easter.
Best wishes, Ian Raybould

YARLET CHOIR’S ‘GOTTA SING’ AT
THE GATEHOUSE THEATRE

Senior Choir members were delighted to take part in this
year’s ‘Stafford’s Gotta Sing’ show at the Stafford Gatehouse
Theatre. The choir’s repertoire was both challenging and
varied and included a beautiful French piece from the 2004
film ‘Les Choristes’. Audience feedback was tremendously
positive, many commenting on such an outstandingly
professional performance and being impressed that such a
young choir was able to sing with close harmonies in four
parts. Well done to all concerned and a triumph for our new
Director of Music.

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS FOR FREDDIE
We are delighted that
Freddie, our Head Boy,
has been awarded an
Academic Scholarship
to Denstone. We are
incredibly proud of him
for his hard work and
determination; a very
well deserved award,
congratulations
Freddie!

FORM 8 CHARITY WALK

On Saturday 7th March, we were planning to climb
up Snowdon for our charity walk for Age UK.
Unfortunately, we had to change our plan due to bad
weather. Winds of 50 miles per hour were
forecasted on the day which was far too dangerous.
We decided to go on an alternative 14 mile trek on
the Welsh coastal path from Ludweiliog to
Aberdaron. The Welsh coastal path is wonderful, but
it is not a glorified beach walk. Some parts are lowlevel and easy, featuring ice-creams, sun-cream and
sandcastles, but other stretches are cliff-top rollercoasters, with lots of short, steep ascents and
descents. There is a huge amount of variety, with
rugged cliffs, rocky coves and long, sandy beaches.
This beautiful walk took us 7 hours and all the
children showed great determination and fantastic
spirit. I would like to give my deepest thanks to all
the participants as we have collected so far an
amount of £840 for Age UK. Finally, I would like to
extend my sincerest thanks to Adam Haggar and Mrs
and Mr Barron who made this event possible.

FORM 7 SCIENCE FAIR SHARES IDEAS
ON RENEWABLE ENERGY

Form 7 were set the challenge to create an Eco Island
which would be sustained with only renewable energy
sources. They had the opportunity to share their
fabulous creations and ideas at the Form 7 Science
Fair. Well done Form 7 for your very well thought out
ideas.

FORM 8 ROLE MODELS

PANCAKE RACES 2020

The whole school met on our astro on Shrove Tuesday
for the much-anticipated annual pancake races. Each of
the children had to run and then flip their pancakes,
only a few got lost in the wind! Knight stormed ahead to
win the competition for the third year in a row - well
done! Special congratulations to the House Captains,
Fraser, Izaak and Reuben who were outstanding in their
roles and especially supporting the younger children, a
real credit to Yarlet. What a fun morning for all!

FORM 3 SAXON SETTLEMENTS

Form 4 had a lovely afternoon playing maths games
with Yarlet’s Form 8 pupils. The prefects were able to
support their younger peers and explain the importance
of maths as they get older. Thank you Form 8, it was
superb to watch you working and guiding the Form 4s.

Form 3 created their own replica Saxon Settlements in
History. During the process of constructing huts, halls
and churches, pupils learnt that villages were small,
many people lived in one hut and sometimes even
animals slept in the houses too!

FORM 6 HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL WORKSHOP
Form 6 attended a Holocaust Memorial Workshop and tour
at the National Memorial Arboretum.
They learnt about the value of respect and tolerance, and
some of the ways in which genocide can happen.
Form 6 were quite shocked at how easy it was to begin to
categorise and label groups of people, which can act as a
precursor to horrors like the Holocaust, which occurred
following the rise of the Nazi Party, the Nuremberg Laws
and other means of persecution, including the use of
Propaganda.
After this enlightening and reflective workshop, we took a
meaningful and contemplative stroll around the expansive
grounds of the NMA, and took in with great empathy the
memorials dedicated to heroes past and present.

MUSIC EXAM SUCCESS

YARLET PUPILS 'FIND THEIR BRAVE'

Huge congratulations to all the children who sat their
ABRSM Music exams earlier this term. The children had
worked incredibly hard in preparation for the exams in
Singing, Piano, Cello, Clarinet, Flute, Saxophone and Guitar.
There was a wide range of grades tested, from Prep Tests to
Grade 5 (Izaak on guitar) achieving fantastic results all
round. A particular well done to Harvey and Bertie who
received Distinction in their exams.

This year's Children’s Mental Health Week was all about
‘finding your brave’, whether that be sharing worries,
asking for help or just building confidence, self-esteem
and looking after yourself. But talking about mental
health doesn’t always come effortlessly and sometimes
we need a helping hand. At Yarlet, we focused on what
is 'our brave' through assemblies and lessons.

ANNUAL MUSICAL THEATRE DAY AT
SHREWSBURY SCHOOL

On Friday 17th January, Year 7 pupils travelled to Shrewsbury
for their annual musical theatre day. On arrival, the pupils
were split into three groups and then took part in workshops
on music, drama and dance where they worked on various
scenes from the latest Shrewsbury original musical, ‘Gatsby’,
which will be performed later this year in the brand new
theatre, currently under construction. Following a day of fun
and hard work, the groups all worked together to put on a
stunning performance for parents and visiting guests featuring
guest spots from the talented Shrewsbury students
themselves. We would like to thank everyone at Shrewsbury
for another educational and fun-filled day.

FORM 5 & 6 RECITAL EVENING

On 31st January we had the pleasure of watching the
instrumental pupils from Forms 5 and 6 confidently
showcase their musical talents. There was a range of
instrumental performances from Singing, Cello, Violin,
Piano, Clarinet, Saxophone and Trumpet, which we all
thoroughly enjoyed. Well done to all pupils involved!

FORM 4 COMMON ENTRANCE CHALLENGE!

FRIENDSHIP DISCO FUN

A great night was had by all in the Main School Friendship
disco. The children boogied away to an array of music and
had a fabulous time.

Form 4 were set a difficult challenge in Geography; using
a full-sized Ordnance Survey map, they had to locate both
four and six figure grid references and locations, set out
in the Common Entrance 13+ exam format. The pupils
took to this task with aplomb and, as the atmosphere
became more competitive, it was wonderful to see so
many young minds being stretched. First place for most
correct answers went to Gracie and Zen, with Freddie,
Campbell, Taylor and James coming a very close second.

HEART PROJECT DAY

What a superb day we have had! Children from Reception
to Form 8 were put into mixed groups and then travelled
around school to 9 very exciting activities that had been
organised for them, all based around St. Valentine’s Day
and the heart. One of our favourite things about the
projects days is to see the children, of all different ages,
mix so well. The older children were outstanding role
models and leaders and all the children worked so well
together throughout the whole day. Hopefully lots of new
friendships have been forged as well as lots of fun and
learning!

PUPILS GO BACK TO THE 1980s and 1990s!

In Clubs pupils have looked at some television shows
from the childhood of some of our staff - including the
Animals of Farthing Wood (a cartoon about wildland
animals who had to find a new home after theirs was
urbanised), and the Magic School Bus (an educational
Science show about a magic bus that took a class on wild
and wacky adventures). Pupils enjoyed revelling in the
nostalgic session and created some retro television
screens displaying these long-forgotten shows!

FORM 4 CONKERS CONQUEST

Form 4 went to Conkers to test out their newly learnt
Map Skills with an Orienteering Challenge. Lots of fun
and learning, and this year it was a draw for Miss
Davis and Mr Pass' teams!

CB FRY EXHIBITION SUCCESS

We are delighted to announce that two Form 7 pupils, Reuben
and Izaak, have been offered CB Fry Exhibitions to Repton
School. Following a rigorous selection process over two days,
Repton offers a small number of CB Fry awards to boys and
girls who are able to demonstrate a proven track record of
academic commitment, the ability to inspire and lead others
and that they are performing with distinction in sport, music,
art or drama. So a double celebration here at Yarlet and what
a way to start a new week. Well done Izaak and Reuben!

SHREWSBURY ESSAY WRITING
COMPETITION SUCCESS

Huge congratulations to Harvey who won the Form 5 boys'
category in the Shrewsbury School essay writing competition.
The children were tasked with writing a 500 word essay with
the title, 'Is the greatest threat to humanity, humanity itself?'
Congratulations as well to the other children who also made it
to the finals after being selected from over 100 essays. Well
done Oscar (who was highly commended) and Minnie and
James.

BIG BAND DAY AT SHREWSBURY SCHOOL

Shrewsbury School invited a selection of our instrumental
pupils to take part in a ‘Big Band Day’. The children enjoyed
a range of improvisation and musical workshops learning
four orchestral pieces that they later performed for parents.
It was a fantastic experience for all involved!

MARBLE RUN MAYHEM!

REPTON CHALLENGE CHAMPIONS!

We are so incredibly proud of the Form 6 children who
ventured to Repton on Sunday to take part in the
Repton Challenge – and won it! Competing against 7
other schools, the children were tasked with
designing, then making a chocolate bar. Once the bar
was made they then needed to create a TV advert, a
catchy jingle and an eye catching wrapper. This was all
then presented to the judges who tasted their
chocolate and listened to their sales pitch along with
what their profit margins would be. The children
presented this with confidence and style and worked
well as a team throughout the whole day. Well done
Robbie, Eliza, Harry, Grace, Will and Isabelle!

Forms 5 and 6, along with visiting Spanish pupils, were
faced with a marble run challenge. Pupils were split into
teams and their objective was to use the scrap resources
available to them in the most effective way to create a
run through which the marble would take the longest
time to travel. The children all had great fun and the
longest time recorded was just over 5 seconds. Well
done to all the pupils involved.

YARLET SPELLING BEE 2020

FORM 4 DT BAKE OFF

This term, Form 4 pupils have been completing a
Biscuit design brief in DT. During this brief they have
been experimenting with different biscuit ingredients,
taste testing and analysing a variety of manufactured
and home-made biscuits, looking at food hygiene and
food preparation before making and decorating their
own biscuits.

A very competitive afternoon in Main School as the Houses
faced each other in the Yarlet Spelling Bee. The House
teams consisted of children from each year group who had
achieved the highest scores for their House in a recent
spelling test. After the initial rounds, Knight and Bishop
had achieved equal scores, so it went to a sudden death
round where Knight clinched victory. Well done Knight!
The Houses then nominated one person each to be their
representative for the finals. Kaif, Katie and Areti bravely
stood in front of their peers and were challenged with
some extremely difficult (and long!) words to spell out
aloud. They were amazing and we were blown away by
their fantastic spelling skills! Congratulations to Katie who
won the challenge.

WORLD BOOK DAY
Wednesday 11th March saw Yarlet celebrate World Book Day
with a huge array of informative and entertaining sessions led by
our resident storyteller, Alan Barrett. To kick us off, the children
sat agog in assembly as they listened to the trials and tribulations
of Mopley the mouse. The day then unfolded with our Form 6s
devising, improvising and rehearsing scenes based on the works
of our current studied author, Shaun Tan; Forms 3 and 4 reenacting North American tribal stories; Pre-Prep being wowed by
a 5 word story about a blue moon and a donkey; and finally, our
wonderful Form 8s began their script read throughs in
preparation for our end of year show extravaganza. What a
fantastically busy day we had. A huge thanks must be given to
Alan and all of our superstars!

U11 ISFA FOOTBALL TEAM

U12 BOYS’ HOCKEY

U13 GIRLS’ NETBALL

MAIN SCHOOL SPORT

U11 GIRLS’ NETBALL

U10 BOYS’ HOCKEY

U10 GIRLS’ NETBALL

This term saw the introduction of the
Spring sports changes for the boys from
Football to Hockey and for the girls
from Hockey to Netball.
Our senior girls’ team has put a great
deal of work into different sections of
their game: centres, back line and
switching the ball. The Form 7 and 8
girls have filmed their centres and
analysed where they could speed it up
or make team changes - well done girls great coaching experience!
Yarlet intermediates have worked
relentlessly against other schools such
as Shrewsbury High Prep and The
Royal. They have learnt quickly as each
fixture went on, adapting their game
play, which is evident in Games
sessions.
Our junior girls have been working on
their reaction time and spacing, it's
lovely to see the girls so passionate
about Netball that they have joined the
after-school club.
Yarlet Boys U10, 11, 12 and 13 are all
undefeated this term in hockey, which is
an outstanding achievement. This
demonstrates the boys’ skills,
determination and above all teamwork.
Our U11 and U12 boys' football teams
have been entered into the Staffordshire
Schools FA cup, sadly the U12s were
knocked out in the second round by
Penkridge Middle (5-3) however the
U11s are waiting for their next school to
play in the quarter finals. Another great
sporting term, well done everyone!

U12 NETBALL

U10/U11 BOYS’ HOCKEY

U9 GIRLS’ NETBALL

U11 BOYS’ HOCKEY

U8 BOYS’ FOOTBALL

U13 & U11 BOYS’ HOCKEY

RUNNING CLUB

U8 GIRLS’ NETBALL

Pre-Prep News Easter 2020
Dear Parents,
Spring has finally come and hopefully we can say goodbye to all the rain. We have still managed to pack in lots this term both
indoors and outdoors, including school trips, visitors in school, and not forgetting our fabulous Yarlet Book Day. It really has been
wonderful and I hope you love reading about all the activities we have been enjoying.

EARLY YEARS NEWS

NURSERY: We have had a busy time in Nursery this Spring term. The children have enjoyed our topic all about shopping, where
we have been to the shoe shop, supermarket and the toy shop. Your little ones have engaged imaginatively taking on the role as
the shopkeeper or the customer and have shown that they are becoming super counters!
It was wonderful to see everyone make such a super effort with their World Book Day costumes and we all listened well to each
other's favourite stories. We managed to enjoy some Easter activities where the children painted their own special egg cup and
made spring flowers with buzzy bees. Please look online to the Google classroom platform for more fun Easter activities for your
little one to enjoy. I look forward to hearing how you've got on and to seeing your photographs. Stay safe and healthy!
KINDERGARTEN: Kindergarten have been very busy this term. At the start of the term our topic was all about Bears. We looked at
bears from around the world and used our creative skills to make collages of them and our senses when going on our own bear
hunt. We have particularly enjoyed our People Who Help Us topic and loved the visits from the ambulance service and military.
We explored the different things these people need to help them do their job and our highlight of the term has to be trying on their
different outfits. We all looked great in them and also for Yarlet’s book day when we enjoyed sharing our book character stories
with our friends.
RECEPTION: Reception stepped back in time during the first half of the term to become our very own dinosaur hunters. We
learnt some fascinating facts, not only about dinosaurs, but about volcanoes and fossils. We have learnt how volcanoes are formed
and made and exploded our very own ‘Mount Reception’. We have been introducing dinosaur words to show how clever we can
be with our phonics. We have been spelling out words such as ‘fossil’ and ‘dinosaur’. We even had a bash at the tricky
‘Tyrannosaurus Rex’. We settled on T Rex instead 😉. The second half of the term saw us turn into intrepid space adventurers,
learning about the different planets and stars in our solar system. You’ll never believe what else we discovered? A whole load of
individual aliens on Planet R. They were all totally unique! We also had a bash at inventing our own space story using our
imagination and some of the characters we found on our space travels.

FORMS 1 & 2: In the first half of the term, Form 1 children have been gripped to learn about life for children in the Victorian era. It
is unimaginable to them that children should have no value in society and that putting up with dreadful working conditions was
preferable to being in the workhouse! It has not been all doom and gloom though, with the children having their first magical taste
of the impressionist artists. Seeing their eyes widen in amazement when they step back from a Monet to see the blobs of colour
transform into a beautiful picture is wonderful to witness. Form 2 have been headed East and have been thoroughly immersed in
all areas of the curriculum with their China topic. The children have loved making their own terracotta army, learning to weave
and even learning some Chinese phrases. The highlight of this topic is always the China day, where the children dress up and have
a wonderful experience and this year we added a challenge - which pair could build the longest Great Wall of China.
Despite the unusual twist of events at the end of the second half of term, it is always amazing to see just how much we manage to
fit in. In Key Stage One, we have gone a bit Victorian mad! Form 2 have been fascinated by what the hospital conditions were like
and were very grateful to Florence Nightingale for changing the appalling conditions that injured people found themselves in.
Form 1 have been experiencing the life of Victorian school children and much like the conclusions that Form 2 made, they all
decided that life is much better now and they are very thankful for being at a lovely school. It’s not all been about History though!
We have been enjoying all our topics, including Science. Form 2 have been out experimenting with forces and friction using toy
cars and ramps. It has been lovely to take part in so many whole school activities. Dressing up as our favourite book characters was
such fun.
Have a safe and healthy Easter break.
Mrs Fowlie

