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Y Sir?
Dear Parents,
It has been a great pleasure to be able to welcome back our pupils following the end of the extended schools’ lockdown period. We have
certainly missed them! Since their return we have endeavoured to keep school life as ‘normal’ as possible with the vast majority of
curricular and extracurricular activities running as usual. I would like to thank parents for their unwavering support and, in respect of
Forms 7 and 8, enabling us to facilitate the COVID-19 testing regime for our senior pupils.
During what was certainly a challenging time for all schools, there was no lack of enthusiasm and engagement at Yarlet. Within 24 hours
of the government’s announcement to close schools from 5th January, Yarlet’s remote learning programmes were relaunched. In addition
to detailed English and mathematics lessons, children from Year 3 upwards enjoyed a broad coverage of subjects, including Art, Music,
Information Technology, Science, Geography, History and Religious Studies. Specialist subject teachers have used video conferencing
software to hold remote lessons which incorporate practical activities such as artwork, musical compositions and science
experiments. Most individual instrumental tuition has also been able to continue online as well as ensemble groups such as the school
orchestra and choirs. The lockdown has not prevented pupils from making excellent progress with assessments, interviews and auditions
taking place via zoom. Particular congratulations go to pupils in Year 8 where the following awards to Senior Schools have already been
secured for September 2021: Michael Palin All-Round Scholarship to Shrewsbury School, Art Scholarship to Denstone College, Music
Exhibition to Denstone College, Art Scholarship to Newcastle-under-Lyme School, Music Instrumental Award to Repton School, Sports
Exhibition to Denstone College, Academic Scholarship to Stafford Grammar School, Sports Scholarship to Clifton College, Sports Exhibition
to Repton School, Music Scholarship to Shrewsbury School and Sports Scholarship to Denstone College.
However, the commendable efforts that have been made are no substitute for pupils being in school and we are looking forward to
continuing the momentum into the Summer Term where we will see the reintroduction of flexi-boarding, swimming lessons, the 2021
leavers’ trip and our end of term Prize Giving and Sports Day.
In the meantime, thank you again for your continued support and best wishes for a safe and happy Easter break.
Kind regards, Ian Raybould

FORM 5’S SATELLITE CHALLENGE

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS

Over half term year 5 were challenged to make a model of a
Satellite using scrap and materials that they found around the
house. Year 5 has been studying space and the planets in our
solar system. The final topic was about satellites and how they
are so important to everyone on Earth from spying, monitoring
weather, exploring space, satellite television and mobile phones.

SNOWY SCIENCE INVESTIGATIONS FOR
FORM 3

During Children’s Mental Health week, Henry took on the
challenge of being mindful. He created his own exercise
diary to help him unwind away from the screen at the
end of each school day. Well done Henry, what a super
idea – you might inspire lots of other children (or adults)
to do such a valuable activity too.

In Form 3 we paused our current Science topic to make use of the
fabulous weather and carry out some SNOWY investigations! We
made snow volcanoes, sticky ice and even investigated how much
water is in snow! Wonderful winter fun! Thank you parents and
Mrs Whiting (in school) for all your help!

FORM 3’S MUSICAL CREATIONS

This term, Form 3 have been focusing on learning to read
music notation, they have created lots of wonderful posters
to share with everyone!

EVELYN’S COUNTY SUCCESS IN HOCKEY

Huge congratulations to Evelyn, who has been selected to
play for Staffordshire’s U13 County Hockey Team. Fantastic
news Evelyn – well done!

JAMES SCALES THE HEIGHTS!

We are super proud of James, who since the start of this
lockdown, has been taking part in a cycling challenge on the
exercise bike. His latest cycle adventure took him virtually to
Basecamp Everest and then up the mountain itself! A
whopping journey of 64km!

Well done James!

FORM 7’S MUSICAL CHALLENGE

Form 7 have been learning about Hooks, Riffs and Ostinatos
and performed the Bolero ostinato live during their lesson well done Form 7!

FORM 3 SAXON SETTLEMENTS

As part of their remote learning on
the Saxons in Humanities, Form 3
built their own Saxon settlements!
As you can see, they really enjoyed
this activity and have created some
amazing village scenes!

HELENA HITS THE HIGH NOTES!

Congratulations to Helena who has achieved her Grade 3 in
clarinet with merit and her Grade 4 music theory. Well
done!

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN TASTY CREATIONS!

Angus designed and created a gingerbread Ancient Egyptian to
compliment his remote learning on this topic in Humanities. I'm
sure you will agree it looks delicious, and clearly he enjoyed
making him too!

LAST SUPPER ART

In Religious Studies, pupils in Form 5 have been remotely
learning about the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.
Lottie went one step further by creating a model of the
Last Supper! Excellent effort Lottie!

WE SALUTE YOU,
CAPTAIN SIR TOM!
Form 4 have designed their own
medals in memory of the
amazing Captain Sir Tom Moore
to celebrate all his wonderful
achievements.

FORM 8 PUPILS’ ACHIEVEMENTS
Fraser
Following a highly competitive
selection process, congratulations
go to Fraser for winning a Sports
Scholarship to Denstone
College. Well done on this
massive success!

Reuben
Congratulations Reuben on
securing an Art Scholarship to
Repton School. Well done on this
fabulous achievement!

Reggie
Congratulations go to Reggie for
winning a Sports Exhibition to
Denstone College. Well done on
receiving this tremendous
award!

Izaak
Following a successful audition,
congratulations to Izaak, who has
achieved a Music Scholarship to
Shrewsbury School and, breaking
news, is that Izaak has passed his
Grade 7 Guitar with distinction.
Well done Izaak on these
tremendous achievements!
Cameron
Amid strong competition, huge congratulations
to Cameron for winning two awards to Denstone
College: a Music Exhibition and Art Scholarship!
An enormous achievement, well done!

FORM 6’S CLIMATIC CREATIONS

As part of their remote learning in Geography on Weather
and Climate, Form 6 designed a mobile creation to
demonstrate the different types of air masses that affect
the overall climate in the UK - tropical, maritime and polar.
As you can see they relished this opportunity and have
designed some very interactive and helpful learning
resources!

HOUSE PET PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

Once again Main School took part in a House Pet Photography
competition. Thank you to all who took part and rest assured all
your pets are winners! A decision had to be made, and the
following animals came in first place for each category...
Cutest Pet - Oscar and Sundance - Bishop
Pet most like a TV/ Movie Character - Henry and Toby - Knight
Funniest Pet - Helena and Teena - Knight
Well done and thank you to all entries!

FORM FOUR’S CREATIVE COMPOSITIONS

REUBEN’S CYCLING SUCCESS!

In Music this term, Form 4 have been learning about Vivaldi and
The Four Seasons. They have focused on learning to play
'Autumn' and this week have composed their own 'Autumn'
pieces and performed them live on the Google Classroom to their
peers. Well done Form 4 on your wonderful compositions!

Over half-term, Head Boy, Reuben, cycled over 170 miles
virtually to raise money for the Stone Hockey Club. Reuben
set his sights on this goal as he wanted to get more people
involved and interested in hockey as he realised it is quite
difficult at the moment to train. Reuben's aim was to cycle
from the Stone Hockey Club to London Olympic Hockey
Stadium because he knew it would be a real challenge to
cycle this far. He raised a tremendous £910 for Stone
Hockey Club, which will be put towards renovations for a
new clubhouse. We are all very proud of Reuben's
charitable mission. Reuben said, "My whole body was
aching but I also felt a big sense of achievement. It feels
really good to be helping my club out."
Mrs Whitby-Samways has also pledged to double the total
amount raised - a fantastic and very generous gesture.

FORM 4’S BEAUTIFUL NATURE FRAMES

Form 4 were given the task of creating a frame and then
taking a photo of the living world around them – the end
result was some creative and beautiful photos. Great work!

FORM 6 STUDY JAZZ & BLUES MUSIC

In Music this term, Form 6 have been studying 'Jazz and
Blues' music. They have learnt to play, improvise and
compose with the blues scale of C and during one lesson,
learnt the chords in the 12 bar blues. Form 6 were then set
a task to use the chords in the 12 bar blues and the blues
scale of C to improvise a piece.
Well done Form 6!

FORM 6 FORCES IN ACTION

Form 6 have been investigating Forces in Action. In this
picture, Freddy is investigating how to get a seesaw to
balance.

MUSIC EXAM SUCCESS

Huge congratulations to these talented children who have received their certificates from the latest Music exams. A particular well
done to Tallulah and Reuben who both achieved distinctions!

FORM 3 NATURE CROWNS

Form 3 have been enjoying the winter weather and making
the most out of nature, making these super nature crowns
and nature ice decorations.

FORM 4’S SUPER SKELETONS

Form 4 have been busy making their own skeletons from
items found around the house. They are all so creative - well
done Form 4!

Pre-Prep News Easter 2021
NURSERY COUNTING IN THE SNOW
A SLIME-TASTIC TIME IN NURSERY

In Nursery we have had lots of fun making slime! We were
all very eager to get stuck into the messy fun.

We do like to make the most of our lovely ground to support our
classroom-based activities, such as counting animals in the exciting
snowy weather. We always like to take the opportunity to say ‘hello’
to our friends, too!

KINDERGARTEN BEAR HUNT
Kindergarten have been getting creative with bears. We
have made brown coffee bears, newspaper collage koala
bears and paper plate black bears. We have been counting
bears and even had a picnic with our own teddy bears. We
have been reading the story ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’one of my favourites. In class we have been doing lots of
story retelling linked to it developing our language and role
play skills. We will be writing lists of things we would take if
we were going on a bear hunt and creating our own map of
the story using different collage materials. We have also
been hiding bears and using positional language to help our
friends find them. It has been lovely to see the children
completing activities at both home and school, so keep up
the good work.

RECEPTION PUPILS ADAPT TO
ONLINE LEARNING

Reception have been marvellous at adapting to online learning.
They are doing so well and have worked so hard. They are also
enjoying making things at home as part of our dinosaur topic.

FORM 1 CHALLENGE

Form 1 were challenged to make the tallest tower they
could which was capable of standing freely and not
attached to anything. As you can see, they rose to the
occasion brilliantly. Well done to all the families who
had fun getting creative with this challenge!

FORM 1’S ONLINE RHYME CHALLENGE

Form 1 were practising looking for rhymes last week and were
challenged over the weekend to create their own rhyming
photograph. We've had some tricky and creative entries. See if you
can guess what Sophia and Sebi's rhymes are!

DINOSAURS-R-US!

FORM 1’S STARRY NIGHT

Form 1 have loved learning about the artist Van Gogh and have
tried to replicate his painting style in some wonderful pieces of
art. They did a great job at creating some beautifully moody and
captivating masterpieces.

KINDERGARTEN FIGHTING FIRES

Reception children have been really enjoying our dinosaur topic
and have created some lovely pictures for our display board!

GRADE 3 DISTINCTION FOR ZOE

We have had a fabulous week learning all about fire fighters
and how they help us in our community. We had lots of fun
making a large fire engine all together and also putting out
fires. The children have had fun playing memory games and
making some special things for all the mums. We have also
made fruit kebabs and had a go at cutting our own fruit and
pushing it onto the kebab stick - they were very yummy.

FORM 2 RARING TO GO!
Another distinction for Zoe! We are immensely proud of Zoe
who has achieved a distinction in her Grade 3 piano, a super
achievement Zoe, Well done!

RECEPTION GO DINO-MAD!

Reception have been 'dino-mad' at home, making some
lovely creations from recycling they have found.

Our first week back after lockdown was fun and busy. It has
been so much fun all being back together. Seeing the children
playing and laughing in the playground has been a joy! The
children who were online through lock down had a turn in the
dragon! We were scaring away the pandemic! We have also
made Scutari hospital before Florence Nightingale arrived and
after!

GONG HEI FAT CHOY!

Ni hao everyone! We had a great China Day when pupils at
school and at home wore a Chinese costume in celebration
of the New Year! Lots of fun activities were provided on our
remote learning system, all based on Chinese themes.
Thank you to everyone for taking part!
Zaijian!

DIPPING INTO DT!

Form One had a lovely start to the day evaluating five
different dips. Everyone was happy to have a taste, but not
all dips were well received. It was a challenge for the
children to explain why they did or didn't like the dips, but
we all had a fun time....especially at the end when we
could tuck into the dips for enjoyment, delicious!

WORLD BOOK DAY CELEBRATIONS

Whether the children were at home or at school, World
Book Day was great fun with lots of costumes, activities and
even a disco!

NURSERY COUNTING WITH
FIVE LITTLE FROGS

Nursery children have had lots of fun learning our numbers
and counting in a five little speckled frog activity. The
children chose a number frog and splashed away in our
glittery pond.

FORM 1'S DT TOAST CHALLENGE
CONGRATULATIONS HARRY!

Huge congratulations to Harry who has won a runner up
prize in a nationwide creative drawing competition!
Thousands of children entered the Don Hanson Charitable
Foundation 's competition so we are immensely proud of
Harry for this superb achievement, well done Harry!

Form 1 have returned to online learning with enthusiasm and
have loved today's DT challenge to prepare their own toast by
following instructions. Some of the pupils have even opened their
own Toast Cafes and have been taking orders from their family.
One young entrepreneur even suggested charging people money
for their services!!!

