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Y Sir?
Dear Parents,
The greyness of the winter weather has been eclipsed by the smiles on our pupils’ faces as they make a strong start to 2019. As always,
they have given their all, both inside and outside of the classroom, none more so than Henry Pickering, who has won a Headmaster’s
Exhibition to Repton and Danielle Rotchell, who has won an Art Scholarship and a Sport Scholarship to Denstone. Many congratulations
to both of them on their fabulous achievements. We will be celebrating the successes of all our Leavers later in the year.
This term we have welcomed a number of new staff: Sally Scott as a Main School Classroom Assistant and Boarding House Parent, Laura
Jones as a Pre-Prep Teaching Assistant and Gill Appleton as a Catering Assistant. They have been quick to settle in and are off to a great
start. You may also be aware that the roles of Adam Haggar, Steve Proud and Martin Bright have been extended to include boarding
duties. I am most grateful to Mrs Scott, Adam, Steve and Martin for maintaining such a fun and caring atmosphere; it is no wonder that
the number of children choosing to board is steadily increasing.
I am sure you will join me in sending best wishes and congratulations to Mrs Fowlie on the recent birth of her son, George, and thanks
go to Mrs Whiting for stepping in as the Kindergarten Teacher and Miss Dewey for agreeing to be the Acting Head of Pre-Prep until Mrs
Fowlie returns. There have also been some changes to the Governing Body as Steven Bane, Anne Fisher and Paul Teeton have now
completed their terms of office and I would like to thank them for their many years of dedicated service. We welcome Joanne Betteley
and Antony Morris as new governors and wish them well in their new roles.
As always, we have a busy half-term when we return, with exams for Forms 7 and 8, followed by a variety of activities designed to
enrich our pupils’ academic experience, including science challenges, educational trips, a Main School concert, a visit by pupils from
Humanitas School in Madrid and ballet presentations. We also look forward to warmer weather for our games lessons and fixtures as
well as more opportunities to utilise our wonderful grounds for academic study.
I wish you all a very happy half-term break and look forward to seeing you on Monday 25th February.
Kind regards, Ian Raybould

FORM 3 SAXON SETTLEMENTS

Kind regards,
Ian Raybould
FANTASTIC
MUSIC

EXAM RESULTS

We are over the moon with the recent music exam
results where the children have achieved great results:
Chloe, grade 1 clarinet, distinction
Katie, grade 2 flute, distinction
Adelaide, grade 2 singing, merit
Ellen, grade 3 piano, merit
Isabelle, grade 2 singing, merit
Robbie, grade 1 singing, merit
Amelia, grade 2 clarinet, merit
Ella, grade 4 singing, merit
Minnie, grade 1 piano, merit
Minnie, grade 1 singing, merit
Zeb, grade 1 saxophone, pass
Harry, grade 1 piano, pass

Form 3 have been working hard in teams to create the ideal
Saxon settlement, as part of their learning on the Anglo-Saxons in
History. The pupils had to decide on an ideal location to build a
village (close to a water source, the woods, and in a defensive
position), and then to build their houses, halls, churches and
stables. A very good effort shown, and Form 3 have learnt a lot
about the importance of choosing the right area to live!

SCIENCE CLUB

Form 3 and 4 Science clubbers are investigating all things sticky this
term. They have mended leaky cups and are currently making and
testing glues. Later on, things will get very messy when we
investigate slime!

SHREWSBURY WRITING COMPETITION

Following last year's success in the Sir Philip Sidney 500 word
essay competition where Lucia Cyples and Scarlet Bryan made
it to the finals, Yarlet has gone one better this year with three
finalists in the form of Katherine Hewitson, Amelia Lucas and
Henry Shaw. Not content with this, we were also the winners
in the Year 6 section this year with Henry's essay impressing all
of the judges across the board. This year's task was to write
about 'What makes humans human?' and Henry did a sterling
job structuring his essay through the use of an extended
metaphor about the roller coaster journey of life. Indeed, the
essay itself took the reader on a journey with thoughts such as,
‘Diversity gives us enormous potential to reach great peaks on
the rollercoaster ride of human existence but can also lead to
rapid downward plunges,’ and, ‘Will there be any humans left
to debate ‘what makes us human’?’ The three finalists were
invited to the celebration event on Friday 8th February where
teachers from various subjects gave their thoughts as to what
makes humans human in terms of their own specialist subjects:
science, art, history and classics. The children then took part in
various activities including drama work on human emotions
and art tasks on drawing the thoughts of humans compared to
the thoughts of sheep! A great afternoon was had by all and I
would like to thank everyone involved in making the essay
competition such a success.

FORM 7'S MUSICAL EXPERIENCE
AT SYMPHONY HALL

FORMS 5 & 6 RECITAL CONCERT

“A great way to end a week!” Form 5 and 6 took to the stage on 8th
February to showcase what they have been working on this term in
their instrumental and vocal lessons. It was such a varied evening
with performances ranging from violin duets to rock classics on the
drums. We were treated to polished performances from two year
groups which are proving to be incredibly strong musically. I was
most impressed with how our Form 5 and 6s are developing into
mature performers; coping with nerves well and being able to carry
on after a slip up or mistake. Regular opportunities to perform in
front of an audience are invaluable experiences for our pupils to
develop as musicians. I would like to thank all parents and
grandparents who were there to support the children.

FORM 7 ENJOY A MUSICAL THEATRE DAY

On 18th January, Form 7 pupils travelled to Shrewsbury for their
annual musical theatre day. The pupils were split into three
groups and took part in workshops on music, drama and dance
where they learned part of a scene from the musical 'Jesus Christ
Superstar' which the Shrewsbury students will be performing.
Following a day of fun and hard work, the groups all worked
together to put on a stunning performance for parents and
visiting guests culminating in an all cast performance of the
legendary song 'Jesus Christ Superstar'.

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB

Form 7 travelled to Birmingham's Symphony Hall and had
the privilege of an up-close experience with the City of
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. The orchestra treated us
to a varied performance featuring pieces from Star Wars and
A Midsummer Night's Dream. The concert accompanied a
recent scheme of work in which Form 7 studied each family
of the orchestra, their role within the music, how each
instrument produces sound and what makes it unique. The
CBSO were dissected on stage so that we could experience
each family individually and then hear how it plays its part in
the bigger orchestral picture. All our children watched on in
fascination whilst the instruments were showcased - for lots
of them this was an opportunity to see their own instrument
being played to the highest standard. As always, our children
behaved impeccably throughout the visit and it was a
pleasure to spend the day with them. Well done Form 7!

Form 5 finished their topic of photography by putting into practice
all the techniques that they have learnt this half term whilst walking
along the beautiful canal in stone. We looked at framing, leading
lines, rules of thirds and so much more. It was a lovely, crisp
afternoon and the blue sky really added to the colours in their
photography. We were joined by swans and ducks who were more
than obliging to strike a pose! We shall be entering lots of these
photos into the Rotary photography competition, so fingers crossed!

SPORTS NEWS

U13 BOYS

This term the Senior Boys have been working on performance-based exercises in
preparation for their upcoming hockey fixtures. Our key focus has been moving and
passing into space as this stretches our opposition whilst making it easier for us to score
and win matches. As hockey is a team sport, we have also been focusing on a positive
mental attitude for ourselves and towards our teammates. Overall this will have an
effective impact on our hockey performance during matches.

U11 BOYS

Sadly, for the U10 and U11 boys, most matches and training were curtailed by the
weather this term. However, during our rare dry spells, we took the opportunity to
work enthusiastically towards building up our football skills. We have learned with the
help of experienced football players like Angus and Henry, how to develop our passing
ability and the importance of focusing on accuracy of pass as well as being aware of
surrounding players. Pupils’ understanding of the game has increased and they are
now more capable to pick out and describe what is successful in a game. I hope they
have been inspired and will come back after half term with an increased desire to
work effectively as a team.

JUNIOR BOYS
This term the Junior Boys have been playing Tag Rugby, amidst some very changeable
weather. Tag Rugby has proven to be a very fun and tactical sport, involving thinking
about space, movement, teamwork and evasion. Our first match against Terra Nova
was a wonderful way to kick off the term and proved to be very useful to develop skills
and understand how this game operates. The boys have been working hard in their
games lessons, and it has been delightful to see the older boys, particularly Henry S,
Freddy CJ and William G leading warm-ups, coaching the younger and less experienced
players and helping on and off the pitch. A cold term lies ahead, but the boys have
drive, enthusiasm, and a willingness to learn. Keep it up!

PUPILS’ SPORTING SUCCESSES
.
Many
congratulations to Izaak, who found out just before Christmas that he had
achieved a position in the Shropshire District Cricket Team - well done Izaak!
Huge congratulations also go to Robbie for winning a gold medal at Rotherham Metro
Swimming Gala. Robbie came first in the 200m medley which involved 50m each fly,
backstroke, breaststroke and front crawl and achieved four personal best times –
well done Robbie!

U13 GIRLS
The U13s have adapted well to Netball, although so far there has only been one Netball
match against Abbotsholme. The U12s were up first when Isabel, Ellen and Sophie showed
the opponents their outstanding interceptions and control of the ball. Danielle and Lucia
were fearless in their defensive marking. Sadly, the game finished 4-1 which is a superb
score as the Yarlet girls were against much taller opponents. Great determination seniors
and well done on a great start to the Netball Season!

U11 GIRLS
Due to the wintry weather, the U11s have only had one Netball fixture versus Abbotsholme.
The girls were not fazed by the height of their opponents and marked them well, giving
them limited time on the ball. Ava and Freya controlled the middle third giving our shooters
lots of opportunities but sadly Amelia and Louiza couldn't find the hoop in the first half of the
match. After time, with outstanding interceptions from Chloe, the attackers got more chances
making the score 2-1. A great start to the Netball season!

U9 GIRLS
The U9s first netball game of 2019 was against Terra Nova. The girls dominated from the start,
with Matilda and Ella Mae finding the gaps to pass into and kept marking their players closely.
This allowed the shooting partners: Bella, Nolita and Minnie, Olivia lots of opportunities to
score a point. As the game went on, the girls were moved out of position to give them the
extra challenge of a new person to mark, as well as a different area on the court to work in.
Lily M and Lily F were exceptional at intercepting the passes from Terra Nova. The final score
was an outstanding 8-1! Wow girls, you worked so hard and got better and better as the
match went on!

SWIMMING GALA AT TETTENHALL COLLEGE
Out of the swimming season, the U11s swimming team travelled to Tettenhall College to
take part in mixed races in a range of strokes. The team did very well coming first or
second in the races against Tettenhall. The team is now enthused and motivated to get
back into the Yarlet pool later on this year.

Pre-Prep News February 2019
Dear Pre‐Prep Parents and Families,
With 2019 well under way, we have had a productive time in Pre-Prep and achieved so much in 6 weeks. With
a staff shuffle about and Miss Laura joining us in Form 1, it’s not just the children who have been busy. Mrs
Fowlie tops this list of course with the joyous arrival of George just one week after starting her maternity
leave. The Fowlie family are doing well and we are all excited to see the newest member of our Yarlet family.
Nursery: We have been pleased to welcome our new friend Hari to Yarlet and he has already settled
in very well. Nursery have had lots of fun this half term with our farm topic. We have made sheep,
beautiful tractor collages and muddy pigs. We learned a new song about how animals help us and a
real-life farmer (Mr Turner) came to visit us with his tractor which was such fun! Our children all
participated well with decorating our animal biscuits too.
Kindergarten: In Kindergarten this half term we have been learning all about bears. We have
explored this topic by reading many different books based on bears. We have enjoyed exploring the
story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, especially playing in our Three Bears Cottage acting out the
story. We also made porridge and tasted it for our snack. The children brought in teddy bears for our
teddy bears’ picnic and we all shared snacks together. The story of Whatever Next found us zooming
to the moon in our space rocket, wearing our space boots and helmet. The children enjoyed designing
their own space rockets and Mrs Whiting brought in a ‘stomp rocket’ which we had fun with on the
playground testing how high we could make the rocket zoom into the air. All the children did very
well in our chapel performance and enjoyed painting their animal pictures to show to all the parents.
Reception: This is traditionally one of Reception’s favourite half terms as it’s all about the dinosaurs.
True to form this half term has been no exception. The children have been like sponges learning all
the tricky facts about dinosaurs, including their names, whether they are carnivores or
herbivores, sauropods or theropods and also what dinosaur they would like to be.
We have made gino dino footprints, volcanoes and been palaeontologists. In addition
to all this fun, we have been making tremendous progress in our handwriting and
maths. All the children have started doing independent writing and are
all, without exception, trying so hard. Next half term we shall be exploring space,
so watch out universe, here we come!

KEY STAGE 1
Form 1: It is so wonderful to see the children start to develop their own tastes within the curriculum
and this half term has seen these being tantalised with the new topics we have started. Discovering
Monet and Van Gogh for the first time amazes them and they were so sad to learn that poor Van Gogh
wasn’t appreciated when he was alive. As one shocked pupil commented, “What?! They didn’t even
like that one?!?” They have been appalled at what life was like for Victorian children and the concept
of having to work for a living doing dangerous activities was a hard thing for them to all imagine. It is
so great to hear that parents are getting our lessons taught to them by their children when they
get home - fun learning for everyone!
Form 2: Kung Hey Fat Choi! Happy Chinese New Year of the Pig! The children have had a fun term
learning all about China and preparing for our China Day which ended the Chinese New Year
celebrations. We have tried to link our China topic to as many subjects as possible. Lanterns were
painted with ink and hung, Chinese characters practised, Chinese tangram puzzles sorted and
displayed and dough landmarks formed and cooked! They have even made the terracotta army! It was
fun for the school to mark the beginning of this Spring festival with a delicious Chinese meal with
bright pink pig biscuits and fortune cookies. We look forward to our new topic next term, learning all
about the innovative Victorians. Zaijan!
As you can see, we manage to fit a lot into our days at school. Have a restful half term break and we
look forward to seeing what is in store for us on the run up to Easter. Miss Dewey

